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2019 - An Excellent Year for Beach Park! 
              

The Fiscal Year started off 
strong in April when the 
Board voted unanimously to 
approve a balanced budget as 
it has done every year since 
its incorporation. 
We continue to operate 
successfully without a 
municipal property tax levy, 
even with the state reducing 
our share of income tax by 
5%. 
We hold a Standard & Poor's 
AA Bond Rating – an 

indication of overall financial strength due to strong 
reserves and low debt. 

In October, the Village Board voted unanimously to pay 
off outstanding bonds that were issued to fund the 
construction of the public works building in 2010.  

This general obligation bond payoff of $1.5 million will 
bring the village close to a debt-free position with just SSA 
and TIF backed debt obligations.  

We continue to plan for the future by building the 
capital fund for future village-wide improvements while 
providing the high level of services our residents and 
businesses expect and deserve. 

Things you may have noticed around town: 

− The McDonalds modernization has been completed 
and the new double drive-through lane has been 
working well for our residents and visitors.  

− The Dollar General on Green Bay Road has been open 
now for a year and appears to be very successful.  

− Cardinal Liquors has been sold and the new owners 
have renovated the interior and will be working on 
improving the façade of exterior of the building as well.  

− The village has removed two blighted commercial 
buildings along our Sheridan Road corridor, the “old 
Cruisers Building” and the “A-Frame”. 

− Beach Park also retained an established business and 
together we welcomed the rebranding of Bridgeview 
Bank to First Midwest Bank. 
 
 

IHDA Grant- Beach Park was again the recipient of a 
$75,000 Abandoned Property Grant from the State of 
Illinois that was used to assist in the elimination of blighted 
vacant residential properties, maintenance, and upkeep of 
abandoned residential properties. This grant is for a two-
year time period (2019-2021), and is the third such grant 
the Village has received since 2014.  

Beach Park Self Storage – Work has begun on the new 
Beach Park Self Storage facility located at the intersection 
of Sheridan and Blanchard Roads at the south end of Beach 
Park. This is a 4-building facility and the expected 
completion of the project would be the second quarter of 
2020. 

Casey’s General Store – This project will be located at 
the southeast corner of Sheridan and Wadsworth Roads. 
The owner is just waiting on the final IDOT permits. This 
project will result in the realignment of Paxton Drive to 
Wadsworth Road.  

2019 Street Maintenance Project – We invested close to 
$800,000 in the surface replacement of over 2.5 miles of 
village streets this summer. This is in conjunction with our 
ongoing in-house road patching and crack-sealing efforts. 

Maplewood Manor/Greenbay Terrace Drainage 
Improvements – This important project in the west side of 
town provided much needed drainage capacity for homes. 
The total project costs were approximately $452,000 and 
the village was awarded $140,000 in grants through the 
County from the Stormwater Infrastructure Repair Fund 
(SIRF) and the CDBG grant program. 

Kenosha Road Realignment – IDOT has begun 
construction on the realignment of Kenosha Road. This 
improvement consists of moving Kenosha Road to the 
north two blocks to make a T-intersection with IL 131, as 
opposed to the Y-intersection that is currently in place.  

The installation of traffic signals and turn lanes at the 
intersection are long overdue and are sure to reduce the 
number of accidents at this major intersection in Beach 
Park.   Thank you for your patience as you drive slowly and 
safely through this work.  

On behalf of the staff and the village board, and from 
my family to yours, I wish you a safe, happy and wonderful 
holiday season. Let’s look forward to 2020 together!  

 
Your Mayor, 
John Hucker  

A Word from the Mayor 
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What Does it Mean to “Shelter In Place?” 
              

Shelter in place means local officials are directing you to 
stay in your homes or indoors. This is not the same type of 
sheltering that requires a family to seal the home. Some 
emergencies require a family to seal a room you are going to 
be in and that will be provided on notification. 

Get Inside, Stay Inside 
If local officials tell you to “stay put,” act quickly. Listen 

carefully to local radio or television stations for instructions, 
because the exact directions will depend on the emergency 
situation. In general, you should: 
✓ Get inside. Bring your loved ones, your emergency 

supplies, and when possible, your pets. 
✓ Find a safe spot. The exact spot will depend on the type 

of emergency. 
✓ Stay put.  Stay in your location until officials say that it is 

safe to leave. 
Stay in Touch 

Once you are in place let your emergency contact know 
what is happening, where you are and if any family 
members are missing. 

After you have notified your emergency contact, use 
your phone only as necessary. Keep the phone handy in case 
you need to report a life threatening emergency. Otherwise, 
do not use the phone, so that the lines will be available for 
emergency responders. 

Keep listening to your radio, television, or phone for 
updates. Do not leave your shelter unless authorities tell you 
it is safe to do so. If they tell you to evacuate the area, 
follow their instructions. 

Sheltering with pets 
Prepare a spot for your pets to relieve themselves while 

inside the shelter. You will need plenty of plastic bags, 
newspapers, containers, and cleaning supplies to deal with 
pet waste. Do not allow pets to go outside the shelter until 
the danger has passed. 

Sealing a Room 
In some types of emergencies, you will need to stop 

outside air from coming in. If officials tell you to “seal the 
room,” you need to: 
✓ Turn off things that 

move air, like fans 
and air conditioners. 

✓ Get yourself and 
your loved ones 
inside the room. 

✓ Bring your 
emergency supplies 
if they are clean and 
easy to access. 

✓ Block air from 
entering the room. 

✓ Lock doors, close 
windows, air vents 
and fireplace dampers. 

✓ Centralize your family in your predetermined location 
(with as few doors and windows as possible) 

✓ Listen to local officials for further instructions. 
Once officials say the emergency is over, turn on fans 

and other things that circulate air. Everyone should go 
outside until the building’s air has been exchanged with the 
now clean outdoor air.  

Your safety matters to us! 
In every issue of the Village Link we will provide you with important information on keeping yourself and your family safe. 

Staying Put in Your Vehicle - In some emergencies it is safer to pull over and stay in your car than to keep driving.  
If you can’t get indoors quickly and safely: 

✓ Stop your vehicle in the safest place possible and turn off 
the engine. 

✓ If it is warm outside, it is better to stop under a bridge or 
in a shady spot so you don’t get overheated. 

✓ Stay where you are until officials say it is safe to get back 
on the road. 

✓ Listen to the radio for updates and additional 
instructions. 

✓ Note: Modern car radios do not use much battery 
power, so listening to the radio for an hour or two 
should not cause your car battery to die. 

villageofbeachpark.com 

Sign up for 
Emergency 

Notifications 
TODAY! 
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As winter approaches, the Beach Park Public 
Works Department is already preparing its 
equipment to meet the upcoming challenges in 
regard to ice, snow and other precipitation.  

As in years past, village staff will undergo 
mandatory equipment and program training in 
an effort to meet, and work to surpass, 
expectations. The challenges of winter 
maintenance are a balancing act between the 
weather and road conditions, staffing levels, 
functionality of equipment, traffic, and the many other 
emergency activities completed by Public Works. Some of 
these are completed simultaneously during a snow event. 
The department is dedicated and works tirelessly to meet 
resident expectations.  

What is the contact telephone number for Public Works if I 
have a question or a concern?  
During normal business hours:  
Monday – Friday, 7:00 am – 3:30 pm | 847-246-6061.  
After hours, weekends and on holidays:  
847-549-5200 This is the non-emergency number to the 
Lake County Sheriff’s Department.  

Why is snow pushed into my driveway by the plows?  
This is an unavoidable inconvenience. During periods of 
snow, plows will clear the roads moving from the ‘crown’ of 
the road (or middle of the road) toward the outside curb. 
Plowing activities will continue until all the snow has been 
removed from the road. During long snow events, this 
clearing may result in multiple plowing passes from the 
middle, all the way to the curb, and could result in large 
deposits along the road easement (or road edge) including 
driveway aprons.  

Am I permitted to shovel or snow blow  
my driveway into the street?  
No, residents who deposit snow into the road from their 
driveway or sidewalk assume liability in the case of an 
accident or injury resulting from this act. Residents are 
encouraged to shovel or snow blow driveway snow 
‘downstream’ from the direction of traffic (to the right 
facing the road from the garage). 

Why did the plow back up in my driveway? 
When providing clearing services for dead end streets, this 
is a necessary maneuver as the plow drivers must operate 
the trucks safely and efficiently throughout our community. 

 

When should I move my car off the street?  
Village parking restrictions are clearly marked on posted 
signs at primary village entrances. In addition to the 
restrictions outlined on the posted signs, parking 
restrictions go into effect as soon as plowing operations 
have started. Residents are strongly encouraged to move 
vehicles off the streets as soon as winter weather arrives, as 
the equipment often must pass between vehicles that are 
parked legally on the street. This creates a potential hazard 
for the winter maintenance equipment, and slows down 
the overall response of the winter maintenance program. 
Please watch the weather and move vehicles from the road 
as soon as possible during winter weather.  

Why won’t the Village plow my sidewalk or my driveway?  
The costs of such a program would be very prohibitive. 
Residents are expected to remove snow from their own 
driveways and sidewalks adjacent to their property so that 
pedestrians are not forced to walk in the street.  

Is Public Works responsible for winter maintenance  
on every road in Beach Park? 
No. There are many roads throughout Beach Park that are 
maintained by agencies other than the Beach Park Public 
Works. State and county roads are each maintained by the 
jurisdictional agency. Problems or issues on these roads 
should be reported directly to the jurisdictional agency.  

What should I do if it is my garbage day   
and plows are out clearing snow?  
During winter maintenance activities, residents are strongly 
encouraged to place garbage and recycle cans back away 
from the curb, and inside the apron of the driveway so that 
blowing snow coming off the plow doesn’t knock the cans 
over. The closer the cans are placed to the curb, the greater 
the likelihood they will be knocked over during plowing 
operations.  

Snow Removal Operations in Beach Park 
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Here are a few items that you can do 
to get your home ready for the 
winter. 
Make Sure Your Heating System is 
Ready. If you have a high-efficiency 
system, PVC vent pipes need to be 
cleared of any obstructions. And 

those with a boiler system should have 
their system cleaned every year. Those 

with gas should have a cleaning about every three years.  
Check the Fireplace and Chimney. Have your fireplace 

cleaned by a chimney sweep. You should also check for any 
debris and cracks in the chimney. And creosote buildup and 
debris such as leaves and bird nests could become a fire 
hazard.  

Check Batteries in Smoke and Carbon Monoxide 
Detectors. Winter is the time most house fires happen. It’s 
also the time when homes are closed up tight, so carbon 
monoxide is a much bigger hazard. Check all smoke detectors 
to make sure they are working and that they have good 
batteries. If a home is not equipped with carbon monoxide 
detectors, consider getting some. A professional HVAC 
inspection will also ensure the furnace and water heater are 
properly vented, which is the most likely source of carbon 
monoxide. 

Prepare for Snow Removal Season. When purchasing a 
mailbox, sturdiness should be a consideration so that it can 
resist the force, weight of snow caused by plows. Public 
Works repairs or replaces mailboxes 
and mailbox support posts that have 
been damaged by a ‘direct strike’ from 
the plow or plow vehicle; not caused by 
snow thrown from the plow. No repairs 
or replacements are completed on 
mailboxes or support posts that have 
been improperly installed. If a mailbox is 
in an unsatisfactory condition now, 
once the winter season approaches, the 
conditions may only worsen. Please 
make sure your mailbox is up to code with a sufficiently 
supported post prior to the fast approaching winter season. 
Dig out the snowblower and fire it up before the big one hits. 
Make sure it’s ready to run for the first snowy morning. Take 
an inventory of salt and shovels to eliminate rushing to 
purchase after the first big snowstorm hits. 

 

As always, have a safe and happy holiday! 

This mailbox needs attention 
before snow season! 

Protect Your Home and Property This Winter 
              

Article submitted by  
Trustee Larry Wells 
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“Hey Lady. Wanna Buy a Vacuum Cleaner?”  
              

You may be surprised to learn 
that door-to-door soliciting is 
legal in the United States. The 
Supreme Court has ruled that 
traveling salespeople have a 
constitutional right to be there, 
upholding their right to free 
speech for commercial purposes. 
In Beach Park, all commercial 
door-to-door solicitors are 
required to have a permit issued 
by the village. A permit, 
however, does not represent an 

endorsement from, or partnership with, the Village of Beach 
Park.  

Does Beach Park regulate door-to-door solicitors? Yes, 
solicitors must receive a permit to solicit in the village. 
Solicitors must also adhere to specific guidelines and rules 
regulating solicitation. Political canvassing and religious 
proselytizing (those seeking converts or preaching) do not 
require a permit. 

Do solicitors need to identify themselves? Yes, per 
Municipal Code, all solicitors should have a village solicitor’s 
badge visible on their outer garment at all times. If a solicitor 
does not display or cannot produce a solicitor’s badge or 
permit, they may not be licensed to solicit within the village.  

Why can't Beach Park ban door-to-
door solicitors? The First amendment 
protects the rights of door-to-door 
solicitors and precludes the ability of a 
community to ban door-to-door sales. 
The village’s ability to restrict 
solicitation, peddling and canvassing is 
limited to local regulations restricting 
the time, place and manner of door-to-
door solicitations. Homeowners and occupants, however, do 
have the ultimate right to determine whether solicitors shall 
or shall not be invited to their residences or property.  

What can I do if I do not want solicitors to come to my 
home? Free “No Solicitors” stickers are available at Village 
Hall. With or without a sticker, residents should not ever be 
afraid to exercise boundaries by refusing to answer the door 
or by saying “no thank you” and shutting and locking the 
door.    

The solicitor that came to my home was pushy or rude. Is 
there something the Village can do? If you feel that a solicitor 
was pushy or rude, you may wish to contact the solicitor’s 
company or organization to report your experience. If a 
solicitor makes you feel unsafe or if you believe that a 
solicitor is violating the village’s ordinance, call 911 . 

What about energy providers and alternate residential 
energy supplier solicitors? Energy suppliers (such as natural 
gas or electric) and telecommunications companies (such as 
cable or telephone companies) must apply for solicitor 
permits. If you choose to consider an alternative energy 
supplier, the village encourages you to learn more about 
suppliers by visiting the Illinois Commerce Commission’s 
website at www.pluginillinois.org. 

What should I do if an energy solicitor asks me to show 
him my bill? Residents should never compromise their 
security by providing utility account information to anyone 
unless they intend to enroll in an alternate energy program of 
their own choosing. If you choose to show a solicitor your bill, 
remember to remove or conceal your personal account 
information.     

What can I do to report aggressive or deceptive practices 
of a solicitor? If you EVER feel unsafe, please call 911. If you 
have questions about a solicitor call Village Hall at 847-746-
1770. If you have a complaint about aggressive or deceptive 
practices of a business, you may file a consumer complaint 
with the Illinois Attorney General’s Office at (800) 243-0618. 

If the complaint involves a utility or retail energy supplier, 
residents are urged to contact the Illinois Commerce 
Commission Consumer Services Division which regulates 
energy retailers by phone at (800) 524-0795 or online at 
www.icc.illinois.gov/consumer/complaint. 

Article submitted by  
Trustee Don Jensen 
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2020 Census - Why Do They Ask These Questions? 
              

According to constitutional law, our government must 
count the number of people living in the United States every 
10 years. The last census occurred in 2010. The next census 
is coming in 2020. This time, households will have three 
different ways to fill out the census; by paper, by phone, and 
via the Internet. 

The Census Bureau expects many households will 
complete the questionnaire online, using instructions that 
will come in the mail. These instructions will also provide 
information about how to answer the questionnaire by 
phone. Some households will receive a printed 
questionnaire which can be mailed, postage-free, back to 
the Census Bureau. Other households, located in remote 
areas of the country, will be visited by a census taker, who 
will personally collect their information. 

Why does the census ask for people’s names, ages and 
dates of birth? This question is asked to ensure that each 
household member is counted only once. 

 

Why does the census ask people to 
identify themselves as either male or 
female? This data is used to allocate 
federal funding for education and to 
enforce rules against gender-based 
discrimination. 

Why does the census ask about 
Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin? This 
data is used for many purposes, such 
as identifying groups who are not 
getting medical services under the Public Health Service Act 
and for monitoring equal employment opportunities.  

At the federal level, census data determines the number 
of seats each state has in the U.S. House of Representatives 
and the redrawing of congressional district boundaries. 

At the local level, census data determines how much 
federal funding is allocated for important projects and 
services (i.e., hospitals, fire departments, roads and 
highways, schools) that benefit everyone in the community. 

Because getting an accurate count is so important, the 
2020 census questionnaire is designed to be fast, safe and 
easy to complete. On average, it should take you no more 
than 10 minutes to answer the questions. 

It’s easy to see that census data impacts our daily lives 
in many ways, so when you receive your 2020 census form 
in the mail, please take the time to complete it. 

For more information on how your data is protected 
and used in the census process, visit: 

https://2020census.gov/en/data-protection.html 

Community Notes 

Be Like Buster! Adopt a Hydrant! 

The village encourages residents 

to adopt a hydrant this winter by 

keeping the path around and to 

the hydrant clear of snow. The 

snow should be removed about 

three feet away from the hydrant 

in all directions, with a pathway 

cleared between the hydrant and 

the roadway, so local firefighters 

can access them readily. Thank 

you for your help – the home you save, may be your own. 

Article submitted by  
Trustee Regina Miller 

Color Stress Away at Village Hall! 

Come to Village Hall 

for ‘Stress Free 

Adult Coloring’ on 

Tuesday, Dec 10 

from  11:00 AM - 

12:00 PM. Join the 

Zion Benton Public Library for a relaxing hour of 

coloring the holiday stress away.  FREE. 
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YOUR VILLAGE OF BEACH PARK ELECTED OFFICIALS 

Village Hall will be closed November 28 & 29 in observation of the Thanksgiving Holiday. 

Village Hall Operating Hours 
Monday  8:00 am - 4:30 pm 
Tuesday  8:00 am - 4:30 pm 
Wednesday 8:00 am - 4:30 pm 
Thursday 8:00 am - 6:30 pm* 
Friday 8:00 am - 4:30 pm 

*open later to serve you better! 


