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Communications and Emergencies 
              

On the morning of April 25, I 
received a call similar to the 
one many of us in the village 
received — that a hazardous 
situation had occurred and 
emergency responders were 
requesting that all within a one
-mile radius shelter in place. 
My home is within that radius. 
As Mayor, I needed to get to 
village hall as soon possible. As 
I pulled out of my driveway, I 
could see the ‘cloud’ in the 

distance and I could hear the sirens fast approaching.  

Approximately 140 first-responders were deployed to 
the scene of the incident that day and countless others 
provided many hours of support services off-site in various 
capacities. 

The village team began work immediately. The first 
batch of emergency notifications went out by 5:30 am. 
Public Works crews were ready to provide support as 
needed. Our team got to village hall early and began 
taking public phone calls, monitoring news and social 
media outlets, handling misinformation, prepping 
upcoming communication batches, and acting as a 
communication liaison between elected officials, 
neighboring communities and the response team. This 
work was important, as both good information and 
misinformation moves very quickly during these types of 
events. 

Throughout the course of the day, the village 
answered approximately 300 resident phone calls, sent 
out  public communication in (3) batches for a total of 
16,714 phone calls, 830 cell phone texts and 3,357 
subscriber e-mails. Social media was also used to keep our 
community informed. 

If you are not registered with the village emergency 
notification system, please get registered today. It takes a 
few minutes to register either by calling village hall at 847-
746-1770 or registering directly on the village website. 

Be sure you are following reputable and reliable social 
media sites on Facebook, NextDoor and Twitter. The 
village has a presence there, along with the Lake County 
Sheriff, Lake County Department of Transportation and 
the Health Department. Please assure that you are 
following each of these agencies so you can get good 
information in times of crisis. 

The effects of this event are yet to be seen. The 
investigations will be ongoing for quite a long time. 
Residents have many reasonable questions and concerns. 
We are cooperating to fullest extent with the investigating 
agencies. Residents who have questions or concerns about 
the environmental impacts of the spill, should contact the 
Health Department at 847-377-8020. Residents seeking 
information about anhydrous ammonia exposure and the 
resulting health impacts, can contact the Communicable 
Disease program at (847) 377-8130.  

I have directed our village staff to evaluate our 
response and look for ways we can improve. How can we 
serve our residents better during times of crisis? What 
follow up is needed by our team? What are the lessons 
learned? I can assure you that crisis planning is, and will 
continue to be a core function of the village team. 

The village strongly commends the work of the Beach 
Park Fire Protection District, the Lake County Sheriff’s 
Department, police officers from nearly twenty area police 
departments, and all of the firefighters who risked their 
lives that day to help others. This kind of cooperation is 
what makes this part of Lake 
County a wonderful place to 
live.  

Finally, I did want to take a 
moment and thank Sara Holst, 
Beth Samuels and Emily Harris 
from Howe Elementary School. 
The artwork and letters from 
their classroom is featured on 
our cover. A big thank you also 
goes out to Maggi Dolan from Our Lady of Humility School 
for having your students recognize our village team with 
personal notes and chocolate. Thank YOU! 

A Word from the Mayor 

Village Hall Operating Hours 

Monday  8:00 am - 4:30 pm 
Tuesday  8:00 am - 4:30 pm 
Wednesday 8:00 am - 4:30 pm 
Thursday 8:00 am - 6:30 pm* 
Friday 8:00 am - 4:30 pm 

*open later to serve you better! 

Village Hall staff were grateful to be 

treated with chocolate from OLH students. 
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How do I sign up for Emergency Notifications? 
              

The goal of the village Emergency Notification System is 
to provide residents and businesses with time-sensitive 
information regarding unforeseen events or emergencies.  

Within minutes, through a single phone call, village 
officials can notify all members who have registered for this 
service with important information. Beach Park residents 
can sign up for Emergency Notifications by either calling 847
-746-1770 or by logging on to the village website at 
www.villageofbeachpark.com.  

On the home page, click the Connect CTY icon on the 
lower left hand side of the page. That icon will take the user 
to a fillable form where a new registration can be entered, 
or an existing registration can be modified or canceled. In 
addition to receiving a phone call, residents can choose to 
also receive texts and/or emails.   

After you have completed registering for Emergency 
Notifications, please be sure to follow the village on social 
media platforms,  Facebook, Twitter and NextDoor. 

Water Quality Report available on the village website 
              

Please visit 
www.villageofbeachpark.com/government/departments/water-and-sewer 
to view the 2018 Annual Water Quality Report and learn more about your drinking 
water. This report contains important information about the source and quality of 
your drinking water during 2018.  If you would like a paper copy of the 2018 Annual 
Water Quality Report mailed to your home,  please call 847-746-1770. 

The village 

maintains a 

presence on 

Facebook, Twitter 

and NextDoor. 



               

The Village Link  Page 4 



               

The Village Link  Page 5 

Log on to   
villageofbeachpark.com  

for more information! 

“Woof! It’s great to be a 

dog in Beach Park!  

Our owners keep us on a 

leash and scoop our 

poop!” 

- Kinser, Beach Park 

resident 
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Summer Pests! 

Ticks live in and near 
wooded areas, tall grass 
and brush. If infected, ticks 
can transmit diseases including Lyme disease, Rocky 
Mountain spotted fever, Southern Tick Associated Rash 
Illness (STARI), tularemia and others when they bite 
humans or animals. Protect yourself, your family and pets 
against tick-borne illnesses.  
Anyone who experiences a rash, fatigue, aches, fever or 
any unexplained illness following a tick bite should consult 
a health care provider. If left untreated, some tick-borne 
diseases can cause serious illnesses and may be fatal. For 
more information and to watch a short video on how to 
properly remove a tick, visit: www.fightthebitenow.com. 

By Roman Buchberger | Deputy Sheriff 

Solicitors. As the weather changes, solicitors, both 
licensed and unlicensed will be out. The village requires a 
permit to solicit, and the permit has to be presented upon 
request. Always keep an eye out for suspicious persons in 
your neighborhoods and report them immediately to Lake 
County Sheriff’s Office  so that we can investigate. PLEASE 
DO NOT ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY SOMEONE ALONE. Please 
just be a good witness and report the information to us to 
follow up. 

Scams. There are various scams that you need to be 
prepared for. If contacted, information should go one 
way, to you, not to them. Until the person identifies 
themselves and you are confident in who they are, never 
offer any personal information. It is better for you to make 
contact yourself, or when in doubt speak to the Sheriff’s 
office and we can assist in confirming if the information 
provided to you is valid. 

Traffic. Distracted driving is always a point of concern 
but with warmer weather, there is an increase in both 
road traffic (vehicles, bikes and persons) and internal 

distractions (phone, radio, GPS, 
passengers). It is important to try 
to limit internal distractions and 
pay extra attention for external 
ones.    

Property Crimes. With the 
warmer weather that also means 
it is more inviting to those who 
may be looking to take your 
property. Please always lock your 
house and car and keep personal effects out of sight when 
you can. That includes placing items in the trunk of your 
car or at least moving them as much out of sight as you 
can.  

When not home, limit visibility into your home by 
closing blinds or curtains and talk with your neighbors to 
be mindful of the neighborhood and report anything that 
is suspicious.   

Remember, if you SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING. 
In an emergency call 9-1-1. For non-emergencies call the 
Sheriff’s Office at 847-549-5200. 

Safety Tips from the Lake County Sheriff’s Office 
              

Available at 

Village Hall 

1. Check yourself, your children 
and pets, and outdoor gear often 
for ticks. 

2. Avoid wooded and brushy areas 
with high grass and leaf litter. 
Walk in the center of trails so 
plants do not brush against you. 

3. Wear light-colored protective 
clothing, such as long-sleeved 
shirts, pants, closed-toe boots or 
shoes, and a head covering or 
hat. Tuck long pants into your 
socks and tuck in your shirt. 

4. Apply insect repellent containing 
DEET, picaridin, or IR3535 to 
exposed skin (except the face). 
Use products that contain per-
methrin on clothing. Always 
follow product instructions care-
fully. 

5. Reduce tick habitats around your 
home by clearing leaf litter, 
mowing grass, cutting back 
weeds, and keeping the ground 
clean under bird feeders. 

Hosting a Garage Sale? 

A permit is needed. Please stop by Village Hall and obtain 
the no cost permit to display in a window or door, visible 
from the street. Remember signs must be on private 
property only and are not to be displayed earlier than 24 
hours before the sale and must be removed within 24 
hours after the sale. Signs may not be on parkways, along 
roads or street corners, nor may they be attached to 
traffic control devices, stop signs, light poles or street 
signs. Questions? Call 847-746-1770. 

On May 9, (L-R) 

Trustees Mark 

Ottersen, Linda 

Sittig and 

Richard Gust 

were sworn in  

by Village Clerk 

Mary Jo 

McDonald 
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From the Public Works Yard 

Storm drains and 
roadside ditches lead 
to inland lakes, 
streams, rivers and to 
Lake Michigan. Any 
pesticides or 
fertilizers, motor oil, 
pet waste, leaves, grass clippings or dirty water from 
washing a car that enters a storm drain gets into the 
water without being treated.  

Residents are reminded not to dump these 
substances, or anything else, down the storm drain or into 
a ditch. Pollutants that get into storm drains can poison 
fish, birds and other wildlife, and can find their way into 
drinking water supplies. Dirt, litter, branches and grass 
clippings can also clog storm drains and cause flooding.  

If you witness or are suspicious of  anyone dumping 
materials into a storm drain or ditch please call report it to 
Public Works by calling 847-746-1770. 

2019 Street Improvement Project Begins 
              

Stop by and 

“touch a truck” 

at Beach Park 

Fest in 

Founders Park 

on August 17! 

2019 Roads 

27th Place (Adelphi - Bayonne) 

Green Ave/27th St (at 27th Place) 

Adelphi Avenue (27th Place - 27th Street) 

29th Street (Adelphi - Bayonne) 

29th Street (Adelphi - Green Bay) 

Maplewood Road (Adelphi - Green Ave) 

Green Ave (Maplewood - Major) 

Bayonne Ave (27th Place - 29th St) 

Fairbanks Ave (Griffin - Gilbert) 

Pickford Ave (Griffin - Gilbert) 

Gish Ave (Liberty - Chaney) 

Chaney Ave (West End - Gish) 

Gilbert Ave (Liberty - Pickford (N) 

Gilbert Ave (Pickford (S) - Hart) 

10 Ways to YOU Can Prevent Water Pollution 

1. Sweep up driveways and 
sidewalks rather than 
hosing them down with 
water or blowing debris 
into the street. 

2. Never dump anything 
down a storm drain or 
into a ditch. 

3. Plant bare spots in your 
yard. 

4. Compost yard waste. 

5. Use fertilizers sparingly 
and avoid pesticides. 
 
 
 

6. Direct downspouts away 
from paved surfaces. 

7. Take your car to a car 
wash instead of washing 
it in the driveway. 

8. Check cars for leaks and 
recycle motor oil. Just 
four quarts of oil can 
form an eight-acre oil 
slick if spilled or dumped 
down a storm drain. 

9. Pick up after your pet. 

10. If you are on a septic 
system, have it inspected 
and pumped regularly. 

Only Rain Down the Drain 
              

The village is pleased to announce that this year's 
Street Improvement Program will address over 2.5 miles 
of street repair this year. 

This program is funded by Motor Fuel Taxes received 
by the village from the State of Illinois. The MFT funds are 
distributed on a per capita basis. Pavement rehabilitation 
will consist of a combination of full depth pavement 
removal and replacement or grind and overlay.  
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Village of Beach Park 

11270 W. Wadsworth Road, Beach Park, IL 60099 

Phone: 847-746-1770   Fax: 847-746-1797 

If you see something, please say something! Call the Lake County Sheriff Emergencies: 9-1-1 Non emergency: 847-377-4000 

               

YOUR VILLAGE OF BEACH PARK ELECTED OFFICIALS 

Village Hall will be closed  

 Thursday, July 4, Independence Day 
 Monday, September 2, Labor Day 

If there is anything that our staff can help with, call village hall at 847-746-1770.  


