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I always enjoy this first issue 
of the Village Link every 
year because it is our 
‘Finance Issue.’  

As part of our commitment 
to full Village financial 
transparency, we have 
committed to producing a 
PAFR every year and it is in 
this issue of the Village Link 
in which we transmit this 
year’s PAFR to you, our 
residents.  

What is a PAFR?  

PAFR stands for Popular Annual Financial Report and 
it is a summarized version of important elements of the 
Village’s official financial statements.  

This PAFR document is not required by any 
regulatory body, rather it is the Village’s desire to 
convey information about major aspects of the Village’s 
financial condition to the general public. 

As you review the PAFR you will note some good 
news. Once again, the estimated actual value of 
property in the Village has increased. Beach Park is 
finally feeling the effects of the recovering housing 
market and the uptick in the economy. We continue to 
work toward developing available locations, constantly 
reaching out to potential developers. With a 
concentrated effort in code enforcement, we are 
improving curb appeal within the residential and 
business districts in Beach Park, making it more 
attractive to new development.  

The Village started the fiscal year off strong when the 
Village Board voted unanimously to approve a balanced 
budget as it has done every year since its incorporation.  

We continue to operate successfully without a 
municipal property tax levy, even with the state 
reducing our share of income tax by 5%. The Village 
holds a Standard & Poor's AA Bond Rating – this is the 
highest rating available to the Village and an indication 
of overall financial strength due to strong reserves and 
low debt. 

 

To end the fiscal year, the Village Board voted 
unanimously to pay off outstanding bonds that were 
issued to fund the construction of the public works 
building in 2010. This general obligation bond payoff of 
$1.5 million will bring the Village close to a debt-free 
position with just SSA and TIF backed debt obligations.  

I hope you find our Finance Issue to be highly 
informative. If you ever have any questions about the 
Village’s finances, do not hesitate to contact the 
administration team at Village Hall 
at 847-746-1770. 

Speaking of the administration 
team -- I am pleased to announce 
that Marc Huber has joined Beach 
Park as our new Village 
Administrator. Mr. Huber has an 
excellent background in local 
government. He brings a wealth of 
knowledge, a pragmatic approach 
and a sense of excitement to 
Village Hall. His vast background in 
community development is a big plus for our Village. 
Please join me in welcoming him! 

And finally, another thing I enjoy about this issue? We 
list all the special events that will happen right here in 
our very own Village of Beach Park. Make sure to turn 
to page 8, and mark you calendar to attend everything 
so that I will have a chance to meet you in person. I 
look forward to meeting you and hearing your thoughts 
about our great Village! 

Your Mayor, 
 

John Hucker  

A Word from the Mayor 

By the way, if you are like me, and you want more than 
just the summary of the Village’s financial position, you can 
look no further than our website and check out our annual 
CAFR.  

The CAFR stands for Comprehensive Annual Financial 
Report. The 150 page CAFR fulfills the Village’s compliance 
to Illinois State law. It is very detailed and has been 
independently audited. I am pleased to say that the auditors 
have issued an unmodified “clean” opinion on the Village’s 
financial statements for the year ended April 30, 2019.  

Marc Huber 
Village Administrator 
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The Village was 

recognized last year for 

the creation of our first 

ever PAFR  by the  national 

Government Finance 

Officers Association. 

Village Government Organization 
The Village Board is comprised of eight elected officials, including a Village President (Mayor), 

six Trustees and a Village Clerk. The elected officials serve staggered four-year terms and are 
elected “at-large”, meaning each official represents the whole Village. Village board meetings 
are open to the public and are usually held at 7:00 pm on the second and fourth Thursday of 
every month at Village Hall. 

Top Ten Employers 

In Beach Park 

1. Beach Park School 
District 3 

2. Beach Park Middle 
School 

3. Howe Elementary 
School 

4. Our Lady of Humility 
School 

5. GT Landscaping LLC 
6. McDonald's 
7. Kenneth Murphy 

School 
8. Precision Roofing 
9. Walgreens 
10.Plumb Crazy 

Plumbing Data Source: Lake County Partners/ US Census Bureau—Census 2010/2014 & Bureau of Labor Statistics 
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Where the money comes from... 

The General Fund reported a 
surplus change in fund balance for 
the year of $144,765, an increase of 
4.08 percent. Revenues of 
$3,596,688 were higher than 2018 by 
$250,831 due to higher than 
anticipated state shared income tax, 
video gaming, Wadsworth shared 
services and the Abandoned Property 
Program grant. In addition, the 
Village received $19,099.57 from 
Comcast following a utility audit.  

This chart clearly depicts the 
Village’s dependence on state 
distributed income tax and sales and 
use taxes to fund governmental 
activities (noted in shades of green) . 
It also clearly identifies the less 
significant percentage the Village 
receives from road and bridge, and 
telecommunication taxes. 

Beach Park Funds 

A fund is a set of accounts that are segregated to report on specific activity 
conducted by a government. The Village has three major governmental fund groupings; 
governmental, proprietary and fiduciary. Organized under these headings are nine 
individual governmental funds and the Village adopts an annual budget for all funds. 
The only fund presented in this document is the General Fund, which falls under 
governmental fund grouping. For information on all funds, please see the CAFR. 

 

General Fund Balance: Financial Policy 
The General Fund is the Village’s primary operating fund. It supports core operating 

services. The General Fund reported an operating surplus of $479,261 before transfers 
to the Capital Projects Fund and an additional contribution to the unfunded IMRF 
(pension) liability. After the transfers out, the General Fund reported a surplus this year 
of $144,765, resulting in ending fund balance of $3,696,014, an increase of 4.1 percent. 
The Village again contributed to the unfunded pension liability as it looks ahead and 
avoids kicking the can down the road. Expenses were below budget across all General 
Fund departments as the Village continues to closely monitor expenditures and live 
within its means.  

The Village receives $151.66 per capita  
in revenue from the State of Illinois.  

The per capita revenue is calculated by taking the amount of income, local use and motor fuel tax  

of $2,103,049 and dividing it by Beach Park’s current population of 13, 867. 
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...where the money goes. 

The functional expenses of the General Fund include the operational costs for public safety, streets, forestry, building 

maintenance, street maintenance, street lighting, building planning and zoning, and administration/finance. Capital outlay 

reflects the investment in the Village’s capital equipment and infrastructure, including improvement of buildings and facilities, 

computer hardware and software and equipment purchases. Debt service is the repayment of principal and interest on 

outstanding debt related to the construction of the Milton C. Jensen Public Works Facility.   

The Village accomplished several major capital initiatives in FY 2019: 

→ Drainage improvements to correct chronic flooding in the north/west section of the Village. 

→ Supervisory control and data acquisition systems at 3 of the 4 Village lift stations. 

→ Aggressive road improvement program. 

The cost per capita to provide general services to each  
Beach Park resident was $224.80 for FY 2019.  

The per capita expenditure is calculated by taking the total general fund expenditures of $3,117,427 

and dividing it by Beach Park’s current population of 13,867. 

Revenues Expenditures 

 2019 2018  2018 2019 

Taxes $229,179 $251,010 General Government $1,331,437 $1,476,862 

Licensing & Permits $377,777 $365,518 Streets and Highways $754,651 $815,647 

Intergovernmental $2,368,910 $2,153,385 Building, Planning and Zoning $506,230 $620,527 

Charges for Services $377,125 $355,781 Parks and Recreation $59,022 $56,861 

Fines and Forfeits $73,796 $76,568 Capital Outlay $67,768 $32,662 

Interest $24,660 $48,570 Debt Payments $50,000 $50,000 

Miscellaneous $145,241 $125,025 Interest and Fiscal Charges $66,618 $64,868 

TOTAL $3,596,688 $3,345,857 TOTAL $2,835,726 $3,117,427 

Village Infrastructure 

Village Roads 72 miles 

Street lights 168 

Water Mains 46 miles 

Fire Hydrants 736 

Water  
delivered to 
customers  
in FY 2019 

152,070,000 

gallons 
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Understanding Sales Tax 
The State of Illinois levies a sales tax on all retail sales and collects the tax on 

behalf of local municipalities. The state also levies and distributes a use tax. A use 
tax is an additional sales tax that a purchaser owes on items intended for 
use in Illinois — for example items that are bought online and delivered to a Beach 
Park address.   

The Village of Beach Park receives one percent of these taxes when items are 
purchased in or delivered to the Village. Automotive and filling stations provide the 
largest portion of sales tax revenue in the Village. 

 2018 2019 

Sales Tax $540,402 $590,028 

Use Tax $358,727 $414,637 

TOTAL $899,129 $1,004,665 

3 Year Sales and Use Tax History 

Sales Tax Revenue by Category 
*Sales made in the Village during Jan 2018 - Dec 2018 

Over the last three years, the Village has seen steady growth in sales and use 
tax revenue, this is partly due to the increase in online shopping. The institution of a 
state tax for online purchases has increased the Village’s share of local use tax 
revenue as depicted below.  

Sales tax is important to the Village as a revenue stream because it is not wholly 
dependent upon the state. Attracting viable retail development in an effort to grow 
and diversify this revenue stream is always a Village priority. 
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The Village was founded in 1989, upon the principal that government should be financially sound 
and self-sustaining without a municipal property tax. Our mission is to be business and resident 

friendly, while assuring the health, safety and welfare of Beach Park as a whole.  

The Statement of Net Position looks at Beach Park as a whole and is a useful indicator of the Village’s financial position. 
This table shows that, net position increased in 2019 from 2018 which is a demonstration of the sustainable financial health of 
the Village of Beach Park. The increase is a result of mindful financial decisions. Net position of business-type activities 
decreased by $202,410, or 1.17 percent, while net position of the governmental activities increased by $490,303, or 1.15 
percent. Overall, government-wide revenues totaled $6,677,503, while expenses totaled $6,389,610, resulting in an increase 
to net position of $287,893.  

Village Financial Health Measures 

Sales Tax Revenue Bond Debt Liability Road Improvements Property Values (EAV)

$590,023 $1,495,000 $446,627 $199,671,701

9% -35% -10% 6%

REPORT YEAR (2019) % CHANGE

$590,023.00 9%

$4,873,341.00 6%

$4,434,226.00 6%

$1,804,162.00 6%

$1,955,384.00 8%

$1,495,000.00 -35%

$446,627.00 -10%

$199,671,701.00 6%

6%

$1,804,162

Water/Sewer Revenue

MEASURE

Sales Tax Revenue

Governmental Revenues

5 YEAR TREND

Governmental Expenses

Water/Sewer Revenue

Water/Sewer Expenses

Bond Debt Liability

Road Improvements

Property Values (EAV)

$498,851.00

$188,250,115.00

PREVIOUS YEAR (2018)

$540,402.00

$4,580,132.00

$4,193,289.00

$1,703,445.00

$1,806,681.00

$2,285,000.00

The Village keeps a watchful eye on several measures to ascertain the overall health of the Village’s finances. Particular 
items of note is the increase in sales tax revenue and the uptick in property values in the Village (EAV).  

Sales tax revenue. In FYE (Fiscal Year End) 2019, sales and use taxes increased $49,626, or 9.2%, due mainly to the 
opening of two new businesses, Speedway and Dollar General, which opened in November 2017 and September 2018, 
respectively.   

EAV. For the fourth year in a row, since the downturn in 2010, estimated actual value of property in the Village has 
increased. The Village is finally feeling the effects of the recovering housing market and the uptick in the economy. While the 
Village does not collect any property tax, this is still an important measure of the health of the Village as we continue to work 
toward developing available locations by reaching out to potential developers. With a concentrated effort in code 
enforcement, the Village has been improving curb appeal within the residential and business districts in the Village, making it 
more attractive to new development. 

Road Improvements:  2019 expenditures were down 10% in preparation for a larger road improvement program planned 
for 2020. This strategy is in keeping with the Village’s ‘pay as you go’ philosophy. 

Statement of Net Position 

    

2019 2018 2019 2018 2019 2018

Total Revenues $4,873,341 $4,580,132 $1,804,162 $1,703,445 $6,677,503 $6,283,577

Subtract Total Expenses $4,434,226 $4,193,289 $1,955,384 $1,806,681 $6,389,610 $5,999,970

Change in Net Position $490,303 $444,867 -$202,410 -$161,260 $287,893 $283,607

Governmental Business-Type

Activities Activities Totals
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See you in Beach Park! 
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Salt does an amazing job 
melting ice and making our 
roads safe during the 
winter months. Excessive 

salt usage can have a negative impact. The village 
works to reduce its salt usage annually to minimize the 
impact to the environment. Salt overuse can: 

 

▪ Contaminate waterways, 

▪ Kill landscaping, 

▪ Damage uncured concrete, and/or 

▪ Cause illness if ingested by children or pets 

▪  

The best way to prevent ice buildup is proper snow 
removal after a storm. Removing the snow from hard 
surfaces as soon as possible prevents the freeze-thaw 
cycle that ultimately freezes over. If salting is 
performed, the best way to apply salt is to do so 
before the storm. Pre-salting creates a brine, or 
barrier, that prevents bonding to the pavement and 
reduces freezing and accumulation. If salt is used, only 
apply at or below the application rates identified on 
packaging and sweep up extra salt once things have 
dried out. Once the snow is gone any remaining salt 
will only hurt the environment. 

Consider alternative products that are pet friendly. 
Road salt can cause painful burning and cracked or 
dried out pads in your pet. Alternative products can 
even be more effective in lower temperatures. Road 
salt typically stops working below 15°F. Shop for 
environmentally friendly alternatives at local hardware 
and home improvement stores or online. 

By working together, we can reduce chloride use 
which in turn will help protect the environment. 

 

Salt Alternatives for Homeowners 

▪ Kitty Litter  
(does not melt ice, but provides traction) 

▪ Alfalfa Meal 

▪ Sugar Beet Juice 

▪ Sand or coffee grinds 

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES) Stormwater Program 

According to the USEPA, polluted stormwater runoff 
is a leading cause of the nearly 40% of surveyed U.S. 
lakes, ponds and rivers that do not meet water quality 
standards. Polluted runoff is discharged directly into 
local water bodies via ditches or storm sewers. When 
left uncontrolled, this water pollution can result in 
destruction of fish, wildlife, and aquatic life habitats; a 
loss in aesthetic value; and threats to public health 
due to contaminated food, drinking water supplies, 
and recreational waterways. The NPDES Stormwater 
Program is a comprehensive two-phased national 
program mandated by Congress under the Clean 
Water Act to address non-agricultural sources of 
stormwater discharges which adversely affect the 
quality of our nation's waters (source: USEPA, NPDES 
FAQs). For more information on the village’s efforts to 
comply with the NPDES program visit 
villageofbeachpark.com. 

Salt, Safety and Beach Park Water Quality 
              

Convenient Utility Bill Payments 

Utility bills go out the first of February, 
May, August and November and are due for 
payment one month later.  Payment options 
include: 

In person at Village Hall: Mon - Fri 8:00 am 
to 4:30 pm, with extended hours to 6:30 pm on 
Thursday.  

Drop off box: Payments with checks or 
money orders can be dropped in the overnight 
drop box located on the east side of Village 
Hall. 

ePay: Use a Discover Card, Mastercard or 
VISA directly from villageofbeachpark.com. 

Direct Debit: An automatic draft of payment 
from a designated checking or savings account 
each billing quarter. To apply for direct debit or 
for more information about payment options, 
call Village Hall at 847-746-1770. 
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Counting people 
once, only once, 
and in the right 
location, is 
critically important 
to the future of 
northeastern Lake 
County.  
To support this 

effort, the Beach Park Complete Count Committee, the Zion
-Benton Public Library and many dedicated residents and 
local organizations are working together toward a common 
goal: an accurate census count. 

Every ten years, the U.S. Constitution requires that we 
take a count of our population, also known as a census. The 
U.S. Census Bureau is responsible for providing accurate 
data about our country’s people, places, and economy. 
Based on this census data, the federal government then 
distributes more than $675 billion to communities and 
states. It all ties together. 

Here are some examples of how the census provides 
vital information for residents in Beach Park: 

 
− Census data determines how many representatives the 

State of Illinois has in Congress and how to redraw 
congressional district boundaries. 

− Census data helps communities plan for a variety of 
needs including new roads, schools and upgraded 
emergency services. 

− Census data helps businesses determine where to open 
new places to shop. 
 
For the 2020 Census, new technology is available to 

simplify the process. For the first time, you can respond 
online, by phone, as well as by mail. All this data will help 
reduce hours spent on follow-up visits. 

Because federal law protects the confidentiality of all 
the responses collected by the Census Bureau, your 
information cannot be shared with immigration 
enforcement agencies such as ICE, law enforcement 
agencies such as the FBI or police, nor can it be used to 
determine eligibility for government benefits. 

If you have census-related questions or concerns that 
are not covered in this newsletter, please feel free to call 
Village Hall for more information. 

I look forward to seeing you at one of many census 
events to be held at the Zion-Benton Public Library, and at 
our Census Celebration on June 6 in Founders Park! 

Regina Miller, Trustee Village of Beach Park 
Chair, Beach Park Complete Count Committee 

2020 Census 

Thank you to the individuals and organizations who 
participated on the Beach Park Complete Count Committee: 

− American Legion Zion Benton Post 865 Zion 

− Beach Mobile Home Community 
− Beach Park Community Consolidated School District #3 

− Beach Park Fire Department 

− Benton Township 

− Biblical Baptist Church 

− Carillon at Heatherstone HOA 

− City of Zion 

− Emily's Restaurant 

− Foster Premier Offices 

− Grandparent and Kins Raising Children - Lake Co. 
− Gurnee District 56 

− Happenings Magazine 

− Journey Church 

− Kingsway / Shoreline MHC 

− Lake County Administrator's Office 

− Lake County Health Department 

− Lake County Municipal League 

− Lakeview Manufactured Home Community 

− Lieberman Management Services, Inc 

− Mano a Mano Family Resource Center 

− Metropolitan Mayors Caucus 

− My Father's Business 

− New Tech High at Zion-Benton East 

− Newport Township Fire Protection District 

− North Point Food Pantry 

− Our Lady of Humility Catholic Church 

− Our Lady of Humility School 

− United Way of Lake County 

− Village of Wadsworth 

− Waukegan Community Unit, School District #60 

− Waukegan Public Library 

− Word of Life Ministries 

− York House United Methodist Church 
− Zion Township 

− Zion-Benton Public Library 

− Zion-Benton Township HS 

✓ March 12 - 20: Households will begin receiving official Census 

Bureau mail with detailed information on how to respond to the 

2020 Census online, by phone, or by mail. 

✓ April 1: Census Day is observed nationwide. By this date, every 

home will receive an invitation to participate in the 2020 Census. 

Once the invitation arrives, you should respond for your home in 

one of three ways: online, by phone, or by mail. When you 

respond to the census, you’ll tell the Census Bureau where you 

live as of April 1, 2020. 

✓ May through July: Census takers will begin visiting homes that 

haven’t responded to the 2020 Census to help make sure 

everyone is counted. 

✓ December 31: The Census Bureau will deliver apportionment 

counts to the President and Congress as required by law. 

What is the Census Timeline? 



               

The Village Link  Page 11 



PRSRT STD 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

ZION, IL 

PERMIT NO. 82 

Village of Beach Park 

11270 W. Wadsworth Road, Beach Park, IL 60099 

Phone: 847-746-1770   Fax: 847-746-1797 

If you see something, please say something! Call the Lake County Sheriff Emergencies: 9-1-1 Non emergency: 847-549-5200 

Village Hall Operating Hours 
Monday  8:00 am - 4:30 pm 
Tuesday  8:00 am - 4:30 pm 
Wednesday 8:00 am - 4:30 pm 
Thursday 8:00 am - 6:30 pm* 
Friday 8:00 am - 4:30 pm 

*open later to serve you better! 

Your Village of Beach Park Elected Officials 


