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The Change of Seasons is Upon us Again 
              

As we move through fall and 
winter, we have come a long way 
from the start of 2020!  I am 
proud to say that this spring the 
village board passed its 27th 
completely balanced budget for 
2020-2021.  You read that 
correctly! Beach Park operates 
completely in the black with a 
balanced budget.  
Due to the policy setting of the 
village board we always live 
within our means and deliver to 

our residents quality services. 
Over the summer, we completed road improvements 

throughout the village and added new road extensions to 
Garnett and Bairstow.  In addition, we resurfaced 1.5 miles 
of existing roadways including parts of North Shore, Tewes 
Court, and Hendee.   

We have a simple, governmental mission - we exist to 
provide our constituents with basic life safety needs that are 
hard to attain such as water, sewer, and roads. And we do it 
with a balanced budget! 

For the second year in a row,  the Government Finance 
Officers Association of the United States and Canada (GFOA) 
has given an Award for Outstanding Achievement in Popular 
Annual Financial Reporting to the Village of Beach Park.  This 

prestigious national award recognizes conformance with the 
highest standards for preparation of a state or local 
government popular report. 

In order to receive the award, a government unit must 
publish a Popular Annual Financial Report (PAFR), whose 
content conforms to program standards of creativity, 
presentation, understandability and reader appeal. Beach 
Park is one of the few villages in the state that have earned 
this prestigious recognition. You can view the award winning 
PAFR on the village website. 

Finally, be sure to visit our village website at 
villageofbeachpark.com.  It is designed to provide our 
residents and businesses information about  the many 
services and activities we have to offer.  The website is 
updated often with village information and other links we 
receive from our other partners.   

We are always pleased to serve you. Please do not 
hesitate to contact us at Village Hall 847-746-1770. 

 
Your Mayor, 
John Hucker  

A Word from the Mayor 

2020  

Village Streets Maintained 72 miles 

Streets Resurfaced & Repaired 2.41 miles 

Potholes Repaired 3,025 potholes 

Number of Streetlights 168 streetlights 

Parkway Trees Trimmed 821 

Water Main Maintained 46 miles 

Storm Sewer Maintained  24 miles 

Fire Hydrants Maintained 256 

Total Number of Water Accounts 2,910 Homes 

New Water Connections 6 Homes 

Average Daily Water Consumption 456,731 gallons 
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Enjoying the Little Things  
              

The 2020 Census has 
completed the data gathering 
portion of the work.  To 
everyone who provided their 
responses to the census, 
whether online or via their 
web survey, we thank you.  
Having everyone in the Village 
counted helps ensure we 
maximize our outside 
revenues and keep us 
property tax free! 

Enjoying the Little Things -Most of 2020 has been filled 
with news of doom and gloom and it’s been much harder to 
stay positive, let alone look for a silver lining! For most of us, 
(myself included) the comfort and familiarity of our daily 
routines dramatically changed, overnight. We’ve had to 
adjust to a “New Normal” with no certainty about going 
back to the way life used to be. This was, and continues to 

be, a big adjustment.  
    But there’s another way to look at 
the situation. Living through a life-
altering experience like this can 
actually make it easier to enjoy and 
appreciate the little things in life, 
such as the love of family and the joy 
of good friendships - things that are 
too often taken for granted.  
While we need to accept the reality 
of the pandemic, it doesn’t mean we 
have to let it take away our 
enjoyment of LIFE. Things will get 

better and we will get through this, together.  
Let’s look forward to enjoying the little things now and 

in 2021!  
Trustee Regina Miller  

Trustee Regina Miller 

Ask the Inspector: Code Enforcement 101 

Our Code Enforcement Officers provide some insight on 
code enforcement in Beach Park.   

What are the most common complaints that you investigate? 
Construction work without a permit, building address is not 
visible, parking commercial vehicles in a residential area, 
burning without a permit, accumulation of debris (includes 
trash or household items), parking on the street during snow 
event, inoperable vehicles, unregistered and loose dogs, and 
parking on grass/dirt.   

How do I submit a complaint? You can submit a complaint on 
the Village web site or call Village Hall.  Complaints are con-
sidered to be anonymous. 

What if I receive a ticket?  Read the citation carefully! Some 
require payment of a fine, but many can be dismissed if the 
violation is corrected.  We try to write warnings as often as 
possible.  Please call Village Hall if you have a question about 
a ticket.  
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It is with great pride that we present to you excerpts from the village’s third Popular Annual Financial 
Report (PAFR). The PAFR is available to pick up at village hall and on the village website. 
The PAFR is a summarized version of important elements of the village’s official financial statements, 
called the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR).  

The 150 page CAFR is also available on the village website. The CAFR fulfills the village’s compliance to Illinois State law.  It is very detailed and has 
been independently audited. The auditors have issued an unmodified (“clean”) opinion on the village’s financial statements for the year ended April 30, 
2020.  

This PAFR document is not required by any regulatory body, rather it is the village’s desire to convey information about major aspects of the 
village’s financial condition to the general public. 

 

Where the money comes from... 
GENERAL FUND REVENUE BY SOURCE 

To all Beach Park Residents 
and Businesses: 

General Fund Revenues 

This chart clearly depicts the village’s dependence on state distributed income tax, sales and use taxes to fund 
governmental activities.  In fact, state shared revenues account for 67% of the total revenue in the General Fund. The 
village does not levy a municipal property tax and hasn't since its inception in 1989.  
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...and where the money goes. 

GENERAL FUND EXPENSES BY  FUNCTION 

General Fund Expenses 

In addition to the typical functional expenses, the Village Mayor and Board made the strategic decision to pay off the 

outstanding GO bonds related to the construction of the Milton C. Jensen Public Works Facility in the amount of $1,495,000. 

Excluding the retirement of debt, all functional expense areas finished the year below budget. 

 

At the time of writing this report, the village, along with the rest of the country, faces fiscal 

uncertainty due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. The full extent of the impact is still 

unknown, but the village is experiencing a shortfall of revenue and incurring additional 

expenses fighting the spread of the virus. The village has applied for expense reimburse-

ment from the County’s share of grant monies, but as of now there is no avenue to pursue 

revenue shortfall relief. The Mayor, Board, and staff are monitoring the situation and do 

not anticipate any impact on the services provided to our residents. Village officials and 

staff continue to report to work, ready to serve our residents.  
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As winter approaches, the Beach Park Public 
Works Department is already preparing its 
equipment to meet the upcoming challenges in 
regard to ice, snow and other precipitation.  

As in years past, village staff will undergo 
mandatory equipment and program training in 
an effort to meet, and work to surpass, 
expectations. The challenges of winter 
maintenance are a balancing act between the 
weather and road conditions, staffing levels, 
functionality of equipment, traffic, and the many other 
emergency activities completed by Public Works. Some of 
these are completed simultaneously during a snow event. 
The department is dedicated and works tirelessly to meet 
resident expectations.  

What is the contact telephone number for Public Works if I 
have a question or a concern?  
During normal business hours:  
Monday – Friday, 7:30 am – 3:30 pm | 847-246-6061.  
After hours, weekends and on holidays:  
847-549-5200 This is the non-emergency number to the 
Lake County Sheriff’s Department.  

Why is snow pushed into my driveway by the plows?  
This is an unavoidable inconvenience. During periods of 
snow, plows will clear the roads moving from the ‘crown’ of 
the road (or middle of the road) toward the outside curb. 
Plowing activities will continue until all the snow has been 
removed from the road. During long snow events, this 
clearing may result in multiple plowing passes from the 
middle, all the way to the curb, and could result in large 
deposits along the road easement (or road edge) including 
driveway aprons.  

Am I permitted to shovel or snow blow  
my driveway into the street?  
No, residents who deposit snow into the road from their 
driveway or sidewalk assume liability in the case of an 
accident or injury resulting from this act. Residents are 
encouraged to shovel or snow blow driveway snow 
‘downstream’ from the direction of traffic (to the right 
facing the road from the garage). 

Why did the plow back up in my driveway? 
When providing clearing services for dead end streets, this 
is a necessary maneuver as the plow drivers must operate 
the trucks safely and efficiently throughout our community. 

 

When should I move my car off the street?  
Village parking restrictions are clearly marked on posted 
signs at primary village entrances. In addition to the 
restrictions outlined on the posted signs, parking 
restrictions go into effect as soon as plowing operations 
have started. Residents are strongly encouraged to move 
vehicles off the streets as soon as winter weather arrives, as 
the equipment often must pass between vehicles that are 
parked legally on the street. This creates a potential hazard 
for the winter maintenance equipment, and slows down 
the overall response of the winter maintenance program. 
Please watch the weather and move vehicles from the road 
as soon as possible during winter weather.  

Why won’t the Village plow my sidewalk or my driveway?  
The costs of such a program would be very prohibitive. 
Residents are expected to remove snow from their own 
driveways and sidewalks adjacent to their property so that 
pedestrians are not forced to walk in the street.  

Is Public Works responsible for winter maintenance  
on every road in Beach Park? 
No. There are many roads throughout Beach Park that are 
maintained by agencies other than the Beach Park Public 
Works. State and county roads are each maintained by the 
jurisdictional agency. Problems or issues on these roads 
should be reported directly to the jurisdictional agency.  

What should I do if it is my garbage day   
and plows are out clearing snow?  
During winter maintenance activities, residents are strongly 
encouraged to place garbage and recycle cans back away 
from the curb, and inside the apron of the driveway so that 
blowing snow coming off the plow doesn’t knock the cans 
over. The closer the cans are placed to the curb, the greater 
the likelihood they will be knocked over during plowing 
operations.  

Snow Removal Operations in Beach Park 
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Hope In The Face of Adversity 
              

Be Like Buster! Adopt a Hydrant! 

The village encourages residents 

to adopt a hydrant this winter by 

keeping the path around and to 

the hydrant clear of snow. The 

snow should be removed about 

three feet away from the hydrant 

in all directions, with a pathway 

cleared between the hydrant and 

the roadway, so local firefighters 

can access them readily. Thank 

you for your help – the home you 

save, may be our own. 

As you are all aware, our Nation and the World have been under siege by  a very stealthy and deadly virus 
often referred to as the coronavirus (COVID-19). 
This virus has pierced the very heart and soul of our Country and rendered our citizens, and its institutions, 
virtually impotent.  It has destabilized and crippled our Nation and the World’s economy by restricting world 
trade and commercial activity.  It has created mass unemployment and loss of businesses; has spawned unbri-
dled incalculable confusion, fear, suffering & destruction, as well as, challenged our basic human instincts and 
sought to defy us of the basic human liberties and freedoms that we all have come to expect and appreciate.  
Despite the vast devastations and isolation that this pandemic has created throughout the Country, I am im-
pressed to see that many of us have utilized these rare moments of quiet (or not so quiet) isolation to engage 
ourselves in exercises of much needed self assessment and rethinking of important life priorities.  Many of us 
have discovered new talents, passions and purpose in life.  This crisis has sparked the innovation, ingenuity 
and creative spirit of our people and while it has unveiled some of the worst amongst us, it has by far released 

the very best of the human spirit that dwell within us as Americans.  It continues to warm my heart as I witness 
the out pouring of support, compassion and goodwill that have been displayed by our fellow Americans towards 

one another and towards those that have been most deeply impacted by this pandemic.  Be assured that we as Americans are  a proud, 
strong and resilient people who have always rose up and forged a united front in the face of adversity to confront and overcome the 
many challenges that our nations has historically encountered.   Though this year is unfolding as one of our nations most turbulent & 
challenging years,  I am certain that we will prevail in our fight to defeat this common enemy.   

As we make this transition back to a state of normalcy, consider the following; 
1) A crisis can be good as it may serve to wake us up. 
2) Crisis & adversity has the advantage, as they force us to think. 
3) Opportunities to find deeper powers within ourselves comes when life seems most challenging. 
4) Hardships often prepare ordinary people for an extraordinary destiny. 
5) In every crisis doubt or confusion take the higher path—the path of compassion, courage understanding & love. 
6) Strength doesn't come from what you do, it comes from overcoming the thing you once thought you couldn't. 
7) Adversity is the diamond dust heaven polishes its jewels with. 
We encourage you to keep the faith and remember that “this too shall pass.” 
 
Wishing you and your family a Merry Christmas and a Happy Holiday Season, 
 
Trustee Larry Wells 

Trustee Larry Wells 

Is your home ready for winter? 

Heating system PVC vent pipes on high-efficiency systems 
should be cleared of obstructions.  Boiler systems  should 
be cleaned annually.  Gas furnaces should be serviced an-
nually. 

Fireplace and Chimney Schedule a fireplace cleaning, and 
check for debris and cracks.  Creosote buildup and bird 
nests can be a fire hazard. 

Fire Safety House fires are most common in winter.  Also, to 
reduce risks from carbon monoxide, consider an HVAC in-
spection to ensure proper ventilation of  the furnace and 
water heater. 

Prepare for snow Check for salt and shovels, make sure 
your snowblower is ready, and make sure your mailbox can 
stand up to the force of snow as it is plowed from streets. 
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…….A Happy and SAFE Holiday Season 

The Village of Beach Park loves the 
holidays. Festive celebrations, flickering 
lights and winter greens are hallmarks of 
the holiday season in Beach Park, but they 
also present fire risks that can quickly turn 
this festive time of year into a devastating 
one. Check out these statistics:  

Holiday decorations 

U.S. fire departments respond annually to 
an estimated average of 
840 home structure fires that begin with 
decorations (excluding Christmas trees). 

• Decorations were too close to a heat 
source such as a candle or equipment in 
two of every five (42%) fires. 

• More than one-fifth (21%) of the 
decoration fires started in the kitchen. 
Fifteen percent started in the living 
room, family room or den. 

• One-fifth (19%) of the home decoration 
fires occurred in December.  

• Candles started more than one-third 
(36%) of home decoration structure 
fires.  

• More than half (55%) of the December 
home decoration fires were started by 
candles, compared to one-third (32%) 
from January to November. 

• The top three days for home candle 
fires were Christmas, New Year’s Day, 
and New Year’s Eve. 

Beach Park: Where Friends and Families  

Live, Work, Gather and Play. 

Smoke and Carbon Monoxide Detectors 
Just a reminder that all residences are required to have smoke and carbon monoxide detectors for all levels of the structure within 

15 feet of the sleeping rooms . It is recommended that they be installed in every sleeping room. There shall be a smoke detector 

within 10 feet of the furnace and 3 feet of the bottom of the basement stair and carbon monoxide detectors also placed within 15 

feet of the living areas, basement stairs and furnace rooms. The smoke and carbon monoxide detectors can be the combination type 

units. Please ensure that the units used are Underwriters Laboratories listed devices.  If you have any questions regarding these life 

safety requirements, please contact village staff for direction or input at (847) 746-1770. 
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* Christmas trees can be left at the curb or 

next to the road for pickup beginning the 

week after the holiday.  Please remove 

lights and decorations. 

* Yard waste collection ends on the final 

pickup in November and  begins again on 

the first collection day in April 2021.  

* For more information on holiday recycling, 

visit www.swalco.org 

HOLIDAY DISPOSAL 

In the Village of Beach Park if you see 

something, please say something!  

Emergencies: 9-1-1 

Non emergency: 847-549-5200 

Looking to upgrade that TV, computer, 

or holiday lights? Maybe thinking 

about some new tools for the 

holidays? Or a toaster? Recycle your 

old electronics at Public Works at 

40185 Glendale Avenue! Open 

Monday—Friday 7:30 am to 4:00 pm. 

Open Burning 
Please note the following rules for open burning; you 

can only burn landscape waste that is generated upon 

your property and only during the months of April 

through November. It is unlawful for any person to burn 

any material within 25 feet of any structure on any 

property within Beach Park. The permitted times of 

open burning are from dawn until dusk and with a slight 

wind and no wind of more than 8-10mph. No fire shall 

be set unless there is fire extinguishing source available 

such as a garden hose with water from the house or 

some other type of water source of sufficient supply to 

extinguish the fire in the event of an emergency or 

complaint. The fire may not be left unattended and no 

fire shall be set in any public-right-of-way, public land or 

public places, including ditches. If the fire becomes a 

nuisance to the neighbors you may asked to extinguish 

the fire. There are some exceptions for open burning of 

landscape waste during the off months, but this is by 

permit only. Those can be applied for, at no cost, at the 

Village Hall. Complete details on open burning can be 

found by visiting the Village website at                         

villageofbeachpark.com/government/faqs 
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There are 15 Little Libraries in Beach Park! 
              

You know the little ‘leave a penny, take a penny’ dishes at convenience stores?  
Well, the Little Libraries operate on the same principal – only with books!  

If you have collected a bunch of books over the years and don’t know what to do with them, 
consider placing them in our Little Libraries. If you and the kids are out for a stroll, make a point to 
pass by your neighborhood Little Library and encourage the kids to pick up a book. Many thanks to 
the volunteers who built, installed, stock and maintain the libraries as well as the residents who 
have offered to accommodate them. 

With 15 Little Libraries in Beach Park, there is likely one near to you: 

Village Hall (Wadsworth Rd.) 38372 Tewes Court (South end) 

Founders Park (Beach Rd) 37522 North Geraghty (Between Hendee & Paddock) 

Castleford Lane Park (Cambridge) 10405 West Ford Ave (West of Stewart) 

Wakefield & Cambridge Park 38236 N Holdridge (at Howard) 

Braim Park Tot Lot Stoneywood Drive 38703 Sheridan (At Mobile Home Park) 

38636 Cedar Ave (North of Beach Rd) Beach Park Middle School (Wadsworth Rd) 

38177 DeWoody Road Beach Park Elementary School (N Green Bay) 

10479 W. Beach Road (At North)  

While they change day to day and are different at each 
location, some of the titles you may find are: 

Glaciers Watch Out Ariel 

Jackie Robinson Follow Your Heart 

Amazing Sharks A Pirate's Life 

John Henry The Midnight Fairies 

Winnie the Pooh The Labrador Retriever 

Trustee Don Jensen  

Please avoid piling snow around or on ComEd equip-

ment.  Doing so can damage the equipment, possibly causing 

a loss in power, or delay in restoring power, due to inability to 

gain access to the equipment.   

You may have ComEd transformers and/or switchgear on 

your property that may need to be accessed in the winter.  

Occasionally after a snowstorm, snow removal efforts will re-

sult in buried or blocked access to critical ComEd equipment. 

Occasionally, a snow plow will move snow into ComEd’s 

equipment, damaging it and possibly causing a loss in power.  

In order for ComEd to be able to safely access their equip-

ment if necessary, we need to ensure that there is at least ten 

feet of open space in front of the equipment’s cabinet doors.  

Additionally, they need a foot of clearance on the remaining 

three sides of the equipment. 

ComEd transformer buried in snow could affect 

your electricity! 
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Fall Reminders from the Lake County Sheriff  
              

10 Ways to YOU Can Prevent Water Pollution 

1. Sweep up driveways and 
sidewalks rather than hosing 
them down with water or 
blowing debris into the 
street. 

2. Never dump anything down 
a storm drain or into a ditch. 

3. Plant bare spots in your 
yard. 

4. Compost yard waste. 

5. Use fertilizers sparingly and 
avoid pesticides. 

6. Direct downspouts away 

from paved surfaces. 

7. Take your car to a car wash 
instead of washing it in the 
driveway. 

8. Check cars for leaks and 
recycle motor oil. Just four 
quarts of oil can form an 
eight-acre oil slick if spilled 
or dumped down a storm 
drain. 

9. Pick up after your pet. 

10. If you are on a septic 
system, have it inspected 

and pumped 
regularly. 

Four important reminders for fall: 
1. Keep an eye out for suspicious persons in your 

neighborhoods and report them immediately to 
Lake County Sheriff’s Office. 

2. Driving with a cell phone in your hand is now a 
full traffic offense. 

3. School has started! Slow down, pay attention to 
distracted kids and pedestrians. Plan for delays 
with school buses and stops.  

4. As our season changes, so do the daylight 
hours! It will start to get darker earlier. Please 
remember to keep all doors and windows 
locked, do your best to restrict the view of any 
personal property from others. 

In an emergency call 9-1-1. For non-emergencies call  
the Sheriff’s Office at 847-549-5200. 

Community Notes 

Do you like to swing? While swinging may seem like a simple 

play activity, playground swing sets offer a wide range of 

benefits! The village has expression swings at both Founders 

Park and the Braim Tot playground. These swings allow for a 

parent and child to swing together facing each other.  

This mailbox needs 
attention before snow 

season! 

Just added for your convenience! 

• Pay your utility bill by phone! Call 1-888-202-0827(for Utility Bills only) 

You will need your 10-digit account number. If you do not have your account number when you are ready to 
make your payment, please call the Village Hall for assistance at 847-746-1770. 

Convenient ways to pay your village bills: 

Water and sewer bills, ordinance violations, and permits can 

be paid online via our village website, free of any fees! Ac-

ceptable payment methods include echecks, VISA, MC, Dis-

cover and the recently added option of American Express. 

Be sure to start from the village website and avoid 3rd party 

processors such as DOXO that will charge a fee. Visit 

www.villageofbeachpark.com for more information. 

Prepare for Snow Removal Season. When 

purchasing a mailbox, sturdiness should be a 

consideration so that it can resist the force & 

weight of snow. Public Works repairs or re-

places mailboxes and mailbox support posts 

that have been damaged by a ‘direct strike’ 

from the plow or plow vehicle, not caused by 

snow thrown from the plow. No repairs or 

replacements are completed on mailboxes 

or support posts that have been improperly 

installed. If a mailbox is in an unsatisfactory 

condition now, once the winter season ap-

proaches, the conditions may only worsen.  
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YOUR VILLAGE OF BEACH PARK ELECTED OFFICIALS 

 

Village Hall Operating Hours 
Monday  8:00 am - 4:30 pm 
Tuesday  8:00 am - 4:30 pm 
Wednesday 8:00 am - 4:30 pm 
Thursday 8:00 am - 4:30 pm 
Friday 8:00 am - 4:30 pm 
 
Please call ahead for an appointment if you need  
assistance due to COVID restrictions. 


