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A Stream System 

• Streams Drain the Landscape 
• Stream Channel: the part of the stream where water collects to flow 

downhill 
• Riparian Corridor 
• Pools – slower, deeper areas 
• Riffles – faster, shallower areas 
• Meandering is a natural process 

 



Natural Stream Characteristics 

• Erosion occurs on the outside bend 
 

• Deposition occurs on the inner bend 
 

• Man-made structures have impact 

• Meandering is a natural process 
 

• Better aquatic habitat 
 

• Better water quality 



Riparian Zones – Water Corridors 



“Riparian Landowner” 

Landowners that live at properties along the shoreline 
of a lake or stream and the immediate adjacent area. 



Maintenance – Streamside Ownership 

• As a riparian landowner you are responsible for maintaining the 
streambanks, shorelines, and riparian buffers on your property.  

 

• As the landowner, you may own the 
streambed adjacent to your property or 
to the centerline of the stream, but you 
do not own the water. 

• Government agencies are not 
responsible for stream maintenance, 
unless within a drainage district. 



Types of Maintenance Activities 

• Vegetation & Debris Management 
in Stream and Buffer 

• Streambank & Shoreline 
Protection 

• Fertilizing Wisely 

• Minimize stormwater runoff 
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