
If you would like to 
participate as a Crafter 
at  the Annual Beach 

Park Fest, please 
contact the Village 

Hall at 874-746-1770 

with  the  experience 
and  creden als  that 
will  con nue  to  as-
sist  the  Village  to 
become even be er.  
Besides mul ple col-
legiate  degrees,  our 
employees  have 
mul ple  cer fica-
ons from the ICMA, 

GFOA,  FEMA,  IEPA, 
ICC and many more.  
All of this adds up to 
having  achieved  na-
onal  budget 

awards  the  last  five 
consecu ve  years, 
while  maintaining 
our  AA  Bond  Ra ng 
through  the  recent 
financial  crises.   We 
have  also  supple-
mented  our  local 
revenues  by  receiv-
ing  a  number  of 
grants  in  the  past 
few  years  for mul -
ple  projects  includ-
ing  roadwork,  build-
ing  and  street 
ligh ng,  demoli on 
of  abandoned build-
ings,  and  mul ple 
creek  and  drainage 
improvements.   
 
During 2015 you can 
expect to see a num-
ber  of  significant 
projects either come 
to  an  end,  or  start 

It  never  ceases  to 
amaze me how posi-
ve and resilient our 

Village  and our  resi-
dents  have  learned 
to  become.    A er 
another  long winter 
and  typically  unpre-
dictable  spring  here 
in  Beach  Park,  we 
are  all  looking  for-
ward to a warm and 
wonderful  summer.  
We  are  all  happy 
that  the  annual  in-
come tax season has 
mercifully  ended 
and even though the 
annual  property  tax 
ritual has begun, we 
are  all  looking  for-
ward to summer pic-
nics, children’s ac v-
i es and  long week-
ends  to  celebrate 
summer with family.   
 
Regarding  the  prop-
erty  tax  bills,  some 
Beach Park property 
owners  saw  proper-
ty  values  decrease; 
some  saw  modest 
increases, but  rarely 
will anyone see their 
tax  bills  go  down.  
You  may  have  no-
ced  that  this  year 

for the first  me the 
Village of Beach Park 
is  listed  as  a  taxing 

body.    You  also 
probably  no ced 
there were zero dol-
lars  levied!    This  is 
because  the  Village 
of  Beach  Park  has 
never levied a prop‐
erty  tax.    At  least 
that  is  one  bright 
spot!    The  Village  is 
listed  simply  be-
cause the new Coun-
ty Clerk has changed 
the bill format.   
 
Another  year  also 
means the Village of 
Beach Park  is now a 
year  older.    A  few 
weeks  ago,  on May 
23,  2015  the Village 
celebrated  its  26th 
Anniversary as a Vil-
lage.    A  lot  has 
changed  in  those 26 
years.    Looking back 
over  the  years,  no 
other  mes were  as 
exci ng  and  chal-
lenging  as  the  past 
few  years.    The  Vil-
lage  has  evolved  in-
to  a  highly  profes-
sional,  extremely 
reputable, and high-
ly  regarded  commu-
nity.   
 
Every Department of 
the Village touts sea-
soned  professionals 
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847-246-6006. 

A “Garage Sale Permit” is 
required and the property 
is allowed only two sales 
per year in addition to the 
Village Wide Rummage 
Sale. (which will be held 
Friday, June 19th thru 
Sunday, June 21st (no per-
mit is required for the Vil-
lage Wide Rummage Sale).  
The “Garage Sale Permit” 
can be obtained at the Vil-
lage Hall at no cost. 

A “Vehicle Sale Permit” is 
required for residents that 
wish to sell a vehicle on 
their property.  Permit’s 

are good for sixty (60) days 
and the vehicle that is be-
ing sold must be registered 
to the property that it is 
being sold on within the 
last six (6) months.  Resi-
dents are allowed to sell 
two (2) vehicles per year.  
The “Vehicle Sale Permit” 
can be obtained at the Vil-
lage Hall at no cost.  

Do you need a permit?   
Before you install, build or 
remodel new or existing 
structures within the Vil-
lage, it is likely you  will 
need to obtain a permit.  A 
permit is required for any 
structural, plumbing, elec-
trical, heating or air-
conditioning project.  This 
includes removal and re-
placement of any water 
heater, furnace, boiler and 
air-conditioning unit.  It 
also includes basement 
remode l ing/f in i sh ing , 
kitchen and bathroom re-
modeling.  If you have any 
questions please call Don-
na at the Village Hall at 

anew.    The  comple on 
of  the Wadsworth  Road 
& Green Bay Road  inter-
sec on  widening  and 
improvement  project  is 
finally  here,  resul ng  in 
a  far  be er  appearance 
entering  our  Village.  
The  addi onal  cleanup 
of adjacent proper es  is 
a visual bonus.    
 
This summer has already 
begun with  the  con nu-
a on  of  roadwork 
throughout  the  Village, 
in what  is an cipated to 
be  the  most  significant 
year  yet  with  patching 
and  resurfacing  in every 

neighborhood  through-
out  the  Village.      This 
year  the  Village  will  be 
working with Lake Coun-
ty  SMC  on  the  fourth 
phase  of  the  Bull  Creek 
bank  stabiliza on  pro-
ject,  with  100%  of  the 
$175,000 project funded 
through  na onal  and 
local  public  and  private 
grants.    The  Village will 
be installing nearly 3,000 
feet  of  new  watermain 
to  serve  33  Beach  Park 
homes  in  the northwest 
corner of  the Village.    It 
will  be  another  busy 
year.    To  get  the  most 
current  informa on 

about  construc on  pro-
jects  within  the  Village, 
check  out  our 
“Construc on  Projects” 
page on the Village web-
site  which  is  updated 
frequently.    
 
On behalf of your Village 
Board,  employees,  and 
the  volunteers  on  all  of 
our Boards and Commis-
sions,  we  wish  you  a 
very  pleasant  summer.  
Beach  Park  is  a  great 
place  to  live,  work  and 
play.   Let’s all enjoy our 
wonderful Village.    
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..Village Wide 

Rummage Sale. 

(which will be held 

Friday, June 19th 

thru Sunday, June  

21st (no permit is 

required for the 

Village Wide 

Rummage Sale)....  



The Village  con nues  to 

strive for be er custom-

er service by adding con-

venient  ways  to  pay 

your  Village  bills.  With 

our  free  Direct  Debit 

Payment service you can 

now  have  your  Village 

Water/Sewer  bill  auto-

ma cally paid from your 

bank  account.  The  sign 

up  forms  are  available 

on  our  website  and  at 

the Village Hall. The Vil-

lage  also  offers  free 

online  payment  op ons 

on our website via EPAY. 

You  can  pay  the  follow-

ing  bills  online  at  your 

convenience,  saving 

postage  and  avoiding 

late fees: 

 Water/Sewer Bill 

 Building Permit 

 Business License   

Renewal 

 Rental Cer ficate 

 Vacant Property    

Registra on 

 Occupancy and/or 

Zoning Cer ficate 

 Ordinance Viola‐

ons 

For more  informa on visit 

our  website  at 

www.villageo eachpark.

com 

The Village is also consid-

ering the addi on of e-

mailing the  u lity bills to 

save paper and postage 

costs.  

Please email Peggy 

McHugh peggy.mchugh 

@villageo eachpark.com 

if you are interested in this 

op on and haven’t con-

tacted her already.   

 

 

From the Finance Department 

on  North  Avenue  from 
Wadsworth  Rd  to 
Blanchard Rd.   They will 
clean  this  stretch  of 
roadway four (4)  mes a 
year  for  two  (2)  years.  
They  are  doing  a  great 
job  and  we  appreciate 
their  persistence  and 
determina on! 

If  you  are  interested  in 
adop ng  a  sec on  of 
road  in  the  Village  of 
Beach Park or would like 
more  informa on  re-

garding  this  program, 
please  call  the  Village 
Hall at 847/746-1770. 

Adopt —A—Street Program 

Last year,  in an effort to 
promote  a  valuable  ser-
vice  to  our  residents  as 
well as a means of keep-
ing our Village appealing 
to  not  only  those  who 
live  here,  but  to  those 
who are visi ng, the Vil-
lage  of  Beach  Park  es-
tablished  the  Adopt-a-
Street  program.      Our 
first  par cipants  in  this 
program are the Our La-
dy  of  Humility  “Knights 
of  Columbus”.    They 
have  adopted  a  sec on 
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..Village also  

offers free 

online payment 

options on our 

website via 

EPAY…. 



Why Recycle? 

In 2014, your Village Board 
approved an ordinance regu-
lating garbage service, select-
ing Advanced Disposal as our 
residential waste hauler to 
provide refuse, recycling, and 
landscape waste removal 
services to all Beach Park 
residents.  
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As part of this service, each 
household received a 95 
gallon refuse toter and a 65 
gallon recycling toter.  How-
ever, some residents have 
not yet taken full advantage 
of the recycling pro-
gram.  Please see below for 
a list of what can be recycled. 

Feel free to contact Advanced 
Disposal directly at 847/623-
3870 to find out more about 
what you can and cannot recy-
cle.  Also, visit our website at 
h t t p : / /
www.villageofbeachpark.co
m/residents/new-residents 
and scroll down to Household 
Hazardous Waste and click on 
the SWALCO (Solid Waste 
Agency of Lake County) link to 
see upcoming dates regarding 
disposal of Household Chemi-
cal Waste, Electronics, and 
other recycling guidelines.   
Recycling is one of the best 
ways for you to have a positive 
impact on the environment, 
since it makes new products 
from old products which are no 
longer of use, resulting in less 
trash sent to the landfills. Stud-
ies show that people who recy-
cle instinctively cut down on 
buying unnecessary items 
because they start to think of 
how to dispose of the packag-
ing or the product, after using 
it.  These people end up sav-
ing money, while also protect-
ing the planet.   
If you are not using the recy-
cling toter provided by our 
waste hauler, please consider 
how important recycling efforts 
are. Not just to us, but to our 
children, grandchildren, and 
anyone that follows in our foot-
steps.  
 
Trustee Regina Miller 
Chair/Public Relations  
Email:  regina.miller 
@villageofbeachpark.com  

Trustee Regina Miller 



The  Village  of  Beach 

Park  purchases  potable 

water  from  the  City  of 

Waukegan  to  supply  to 

our  residents  who  are 

connected  to  the  water 

system.  

Effec ve  May  1,  2015, 

the  City  of  Waukegan 

increased the cost to the 

Village  $.09  cents  per 

1,000  gallons.    Due  to 

this  increase  the  Village 

water  rate  will  increase 

from $6.34  to $6.43 per 

1,000  gallons.  This  in‐

crease  will  be  in  effect 

with  the  July  billing  cy‐

cle,  which  bills  custom‐

ers  for  water  used  dur‐

ing  the months  of May 

and June.  

 

 

call the Village Hall at 
847-746-1770. 

 Village Wide Rum-
mage Sale will be 
June 19th thru June 
21st. 

 Movie in the Park 
will be held on June 
20th at Founders 
Park, with a rain date 
of June 21st.  Movie 
is  “Paddington”. 

 N e i g h b o r h o o d 
Watch Meeting will 
be held on June 23rd 

After a long, cold Winter, 
Spring is finally here!  

The annual Memorial Day 
Celebration was a great 
success and a large num-
ber of people showed up 
to support the event.  We 
would like to thank every-
one who had a hand in it! 
We have a lot of events 
coming up in the Parks & 
Recreation Department.  
Listed here are just a few!  
For a complete list or fur-
ther information on any-
thing listed here, please 

at 6pm at Founders 
Park. 

 AARP Safe Driving 
Class will be held on 
July 13th & 14th from 
9 am till 1-pm.  Call 
to sign up now! 

 Annual Beach Park 
Fest will be held Au-
gust 15th.   

Please don’t hesitate to 
call us with questions and 
we look forward to seeing 
everyone this summer! 

Beach Park Residents get a water rate increase from  
the City of Waukegan 

Parks & Recreation 
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Trustee Richard Gust 

Emergency Notification System 

The  Village  Emergency No fica on  System  provides  residents  and  businesses 

with  me-sensi ve  informa on regarding events or emergencies.   If you would 

like to be no fied via our reverse messaging system please visit our website at  

h p://www.villageo eachpark.com/emergency‐no fica on  to  register,  up-

date your exis ng informa on or opt-out if you are moving. 



Gavel to Gavel 

ORDINANCES 

2015‐O‐4  2/12/2015  An Ordinance amending Chapter 13.04 of Title 13 of the Village Code per 
        taining to water service regula ons   
2015‐O‐5  2/12/2015  An Ordinance amending Chapter 13.08 of Title 13 of the Village Code per 
        taining to sewer service regula ons   
2015‐O‐6  2/26/2015  An Ordinance amending Chapter 6.08 of Title 6 of the Municipal Code and 
        Title 17 Ar cles 2 and 9 of the Zoning Code for the keeping of bees in resi 
        den al districts. 
2015‐O‐7  3/12/2015  An Ordinance releasing proper es from the obliga on of recapture under 
        the former DRH Cambridge Homes, Inc. and Village of Beach Park recapture 
        agreement.  
2015‐O‐8  3/12/2015  An Ordinance approving the budget for the Village of Beach Park for Fiscal 
        Year 2015-2016 
2015‐O‐9  3/12/2015  An Ordinance amending Chapter 3.20 of Title 3 en tled “Revenue and Fi- 
        nance” of the Municipal Code imposing a tax on persons engaged in a busi-
        ness of selling electricity and gas for consump on within the Village of  
        Beach Park, Illinois 
2015‐O‐10  3/12/2015  An Ordinance amending Chapter 5.16 of Title 5 of the Beach Park, Illinois  
        Village Code by modifying the number of licenses 
2015‐O‐11  3/12/2015  An Ordinance amending Chapter 3.10 of Title 3 of the Village of Beach Park, 
        Illinois Village  Code by modifying the schedule of fees and charges for li- 
        censes, permits and rates. 
2015‐O‐12  4/23/2015  An Ordinance approving the pe on of Lone Oak Electric for a Condi onal 
        Use Permit for the conversion of a non-conforming contractor business use 
        in an SR District at 40230 N. Lone Oak 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 
2015‐R‐3  2/12/2015  A Resolu on accep ng a renewal agreement for Village planning, zoning  
        and landscape architecture services between the Village of Beach Park and 
        Rolf C. Campbell & Associates   
2015‐R‐4  2/12/2015  A Resolu on approving an agreement between the Village of Beach Park  
        and the State of Illinois for ligh ng improvements at Sheridan and Beach Rd 
2015‐R‐5  2/12/2015  A Resolu on appoin ng Village Administrator, Jon Kindseth as the Zoning 
        Administrator for the Village of Beach Park 
2015‐R‐6  2/26/2015  A Resolu on authorizing the purchase of sign equipment in the amount of 
        $12,818.90 
2015‐R‐7  2/26/2015  A Resolu on authorizing the execu on of a le er of engagement with Lau
        terbach & Amen to provide Village audi ng services 
2015‐R‐8  3/12/2015  A Resolu on approving the 2015 Village of Beach Park zoning map 
2015‐R‐9  3/26/2015  A Resolu on authorizing an agreement between the Village of Beach Park 
        and Azavar Audit Solu ons, Inc to perform a u lity tax audit 
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New Year’s Day, July 4th, Thanksgiving, Memorial Day, Labor Day & Christmas. 
On the week of each of these holidays, garbage, recycling and yard waste collec-
on will take place the Saturday a er your normal Friday pickup.    

Effec ve June 1, 2015, Beach Park residents will receive a 2% increase in rates on 
their next invoice.  During the month of August only, Beach Park residents are 
eligible for a one- me container exchange.   Please call Advanced Disposal at 
847/623-3870 to request your toter exchange or if you have addi onal ques ons 
or concerns.   

The Advanced Disposal Holiday Schedule is as follows: 
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Lake County Sheriff ’s Corner 
A summer reminder!!!   
Property thefts will in-
crease the first month 
after school is out. Lock-
ing doors and windows 
will stop 90% of these 
types of crimes. Report 
ANYTHING that looks 
or seems suspicious and 
be the best witness you 
can be for police. Never 

approach anyone or a 
situation that you are not 
comfortable with. Sum-
mer traffic enforcement 
is going to start around 
the County including 
DUI’s, construction 
zones  violations, seat 
belts, speeding and cell 
phone use.  Police de-
partments DON’T want 

to write tickets, we want 
a safe environment based 
on compliance.   

Thank you for your co-
operation! 

2015‐R‐10  3/26/2015  A Resolu on authorizing the approval of the proposals submi ed by Scien fic 
        Aqua c Weed  Control, Inc for pond treatment in the Village of Beach Park 
2015‐R‐11  3/26/2015  A Resolu on ra fying the temporary le er agreement between the Village of 
        Beach Park and the Village of Wadsworth 
2015‐R‐12  4/9/2015  A Resolu on authorizing the Village of Beach Park to enter into an agreement 
        with Computer Help Key for computer and network services 
2015‐R‐13  4/9/2015  A Resolu on authorizing the approval of the proposals submi ed by VM Land-
        scaping for land scape services in the Village of Beach Park for 2015 
2015‐R‐14  4/23/2015  A Resolu on authorizing an agreement between the Village of Beach Park and 
        William Franks as Beach Park Administra ve Hearing Officer 
2015‐R‐15  4/23/2015  A Resolu on authorizing the execu on of an intergovernmental agreement 
        between the Village of Beach Park and the Beach Park Fire Protec on District 
        regarding the acquisi on of motor vehicle fuel and related petroleum prod-
        ucts 
2015‐R‐16  4/23/2015  A Resolu on approving an agreement between the Village of Beach Park and 
        RHMG for Engineering Design and Construc on services for 2015 street pro-
        jects 

Resolu ons con nued from previous page….. 



Village recommends residents opt-out of Electric Aggregation  
and return to ComEd 

As many of you may have noticed, your ComEd bill indicates that you are currently receiving your electric supply 
from Constellation.  The Village of Beach Park signed a contract with Constellation for 7.78¢ a kilowatt-hour begin-
ning in September 2014 for 24 months.  The Village contract is a fixed price for your supply needs, whereas ComEd 
has statutory authority of a 1¢ range.  The current ComEd rates through May 2016 are shown below. When the Vil-
lage contract was being considered and executed last summer, the projected ComEd price to beat was over 8.00 cents 
per kilowatt-hour. Since the Village signed this current contract, there has been a consistently lower than expected 

PEA from ComEd, which has caused the ComEd effective rate to be lower than the Village contract.  At this time 
the recommendation from staff is that all Beach Park residents call Constellation at (800) 718-1493 to opt out 
of the Village aggregation program and return to ComEd.  Although the rate difference is under a penny per kil-
owatt, for an average resident it could be a savings of $4.00 to $8.00 dollars per month on your ComEd bill.   The 
Village is currently negotiating with Constellation and other suppliers to seek better pricing. 

Beach Park rate vs. ComEd rate in cents per kilowatt hour

 

Due to the fact that the contract has not realized savings for our residents, we are providing you with your options.  
You can opt out of Village program and return to ComEd for electrical supply and pay their rate as provided in the 
range above.  There is no cost for you to leave the Village program.  A second option you have is to opt out of the 
Village program and select an alternative supplier of your choice found at www.pluginillinois.org   Please note, once 
leaving one supplier and going back to ComEd, you have 60 days to select a new supplier, or your account will re-
main with ComEd for 12 months before being released to another supplier.  A third option is to do nothing and trust 
that the Village will negotiate a new contract with a fixed price lower than ComEd’s price.   For more information 
about electric aggregation or your options please check out our Electric Aggregation page on the Village website 
www.vofbp.com  or give us a call at (847) 746-1770.     

       Supply + transmission      PEA fee  Effective rate 

Beach Park rate      7.78¢ none 7.78¢ 

 

Com Ed rate 
June-October 2015 

  

     7.033¢ +/- 0.500¢ 
6.533¢ to 

7.533¢ 

 Com Ed rate 
Oct. 2015-May 

2016 

  

     7.173¢ +/- 0.500¢ 
6.673¢ to 

7.673¢ 
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A Right-of-Way is the 
area between your prop-
erty line and the street.  
By Village Ordinance, the 
homeowner is required to 
maintain that area.  Please 
maintain the grass below 
8” in height and free from 
debris.  The Village does 
not normally allow any 
bushes and/or trees to be 
planted in this area unless 
prior approval has been 
granted.  Often, a bush or 

tree is planted and is never 
maintained properly, 
growing out of control 
and blocking drainage or 
safe visibility from a vehi-
cle.  This results in unsafe 
conditions.  If you have 
overgrown shrubs or tree 
in the R.O.W., the Village 
would appreciate if you 
maintain it.  Also, it is sug-
gested that you keep all 
vegetation around your 
home low and maintained 

to deter predators or 
thieves from snooping 
around your home.  We 
especially recommend 
keeping any vegetation 
away from sewer man-
holes and utility poles, 
access areas and wires.   

Thank you for your coop-
eration. 

New Electronics Recy-
cling Drop off location 
1700 McAree Rd., 
Waukegan. 
Hrs. Monday – Friday 
7:30 am – 4:00 pm ex-
cluding holidays. Pro-
gram thru 
SWALCO of Lake 
County. 
Community Caregivers 
Support Group: meets 
the 4th Monday of every 
month, 6 to 7 pm at Zion 
Benton Public Library. 
Sponsored by Coalition 
for Healthy Communi-
ties. 
Meals on Wheels call 
847-546-5733 ask for 
Meals on Wheels Pro-
gram. 
Fall Vaccine Clinic: call 
Township office for date 
and times. 
Free Discount Prescrip-
tion Drug Card. Pick up 

Farmers Market Cou-
pons available for sen-
iors age 62 plus (one 
coupon book per house-
hold) available at town-
ship office. 
AARP Driving School: 
August 3rd & 4th 10 am 
till 2 pm at the Zion Ben-
ton Public Library. To 
sign up call the Town-
ship as space is limited. 
AARP members cost 
$15.00; non members 
$20.00. 
FREE Rules of the 
Road & IL highway 
maps available at Town-
ship Office. 
 August 1 & 2 Harbor 
Days at North Point 
Marina Winthrop Har-
bor. Free Family Events, 
lighted boat parade Aug. 
1st; 5/10 K run Aug. 2nd.  
For more information go 
to www.npmonline.com 

card at Township office. 
This card allows all 
Township residents-
regardless of income, 
age, or health status to 
save on cost of medica-
tions. 
Prescription Disposal 
locations: Zion Police 
& Winthrop Harbor Po-
lice Dept. 
Accepting non-
perishable food, health/
beauty products & used 
eye glasses. 
Need a job?  Contact 
the Job Center of Lake 
County 847-377-3450. 
Many 
helpful sessions and re-
sources are available. 
Free Senior Activity 
Guide pick up at town-
ship office. 
PACE Dial-A-Ride for 
ALL Benton Township 
residents.  Service avail-

Trees/Bushes in the Right-of-Way (R.O.W.) 

BENTON TOWNSHIP NEWS 

Page 9 SUMMER 2015 

able Monday thru Friday 
8:30 am to 5:30 pm. Must 
call 1-800-201-6446 one 
(1) day in advance to se-
cure a seat. Area served: 
anywhere in Benton or Zi-
on Township. 
For medical appts. you can 
call 1 week in advance to 
reserve a seat. Medical ap-
pts. 
must be Tuesday or Thurs-
day only. Hours: 8:30 am 
till 3:30 pm. Medical ap-
pointments  
include Waukegan & 
Gurnee locations. 
 

Benton Township Offices 
are located at the NW cor-
ner of Greenbay Rd., & 
29th St., in Beach Park. 

Check out our web site 
www.bentontownship.com   
 



The Village of Beach Park 
has approved a balanced 
budget for the Fiscal Year 
2015-2016, continuing to 
live within its means. How-
ever, there is a very real 
threat to our financial health 
resulting from the State of 
Illinois seeking to balance its 
budget. You may have heard 
or read about the controver-
sy that has recently been 
making the news under 
Governor Rauner’s budget 
proposal with his proposed 
50% cut of the Local Gov-
ernment Distributive Fund 
(LGDF). This is the money 
shared with municipalities 
from a portion of the in-
come taxes that are collected 
by the state. The sharing 
formula has been in place 

Governor’s Proposal puts Village Funding  
in Jeopardy 

for decades and has be-
come a stable source of 
revenue for all municipali-
ties. This is especially im-
portant for non-home rule 
municipalities like Beach 
Park. The village receives 
approximately $1,300,000, 
or 42% of our total general 
fund revenue, from the 
LGDF, and we would po-
tentially lose $650,000 an-
nually if this proposal is 
approved by the state legis-
lature. Obviously a cut like 
this would have a severe 
impact on the Village of 
Beach Park services and 
ultimately our residents. 
Non-home rule status re-
quires Beach Park to abide 
by state regulations in oper-
ating our local government, 

while the state is attempting 
to balance its budget on the 
backs of municipalities. And 
although everyone can un-
derstand why the state is so 
desperate, the LGDF funds 
should be preserved as guar-
anteed and promised to the 
municipalities, as we are the 
service providers for our 
residents.  Please visit our 
website for more infor-
mation on how this pro-
posal will impact you.  To 
voice your concern of the 
Village losing this much of 
your money, please consider 
v i s i t i n g  h t t p : / /
www.protectmytown.com   
You can also help by ex-
pressing your objection to 
our state legislators. 
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To our Beach Park business owners, the new Lake County’s Lakeshore Chamber of Commerce and Visitors 
Bureau is open for business!  Created in coopera on with our surrounding communi es that include 
Wadsworth, Winthrop Harbor and Zion, we are excited to promote our Lakeshore region and all it has to 
offer visitors to our area.  Our mission is to promote business development and tourism opportuni es as 
well as crea ng a be er business environment for our local establishments.   For a small fee you can become 
an ac ve Chamber member and enjoy many addi onal benefits.   

We have created a Visitor’s Center out of The Shiloh House, located at 1300 Shiloh Blvd in Zion, which pro-
vides daily tours and serves as a resource center for our membership.  A website is being established and 
should be up and running soon. Visit the Chamber’s Facebook page at Lake County's Lakeshore Chamber of 
Commerce & Visitors Bureau 

If you would like more informa on on becoming an ac ve member 
in our newly formed Chamber of Commerce, please can contact the 
Village Hall or visit our website at www.villageo eachpark.com. 

 

NEW CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 



Registra on is now open 

for the 2015 Read to the 

Rhythm  Summer  Read-

ing  Compe on  which 

runs  June  6th  through 

August  8th  at  the  Zion 

Benton  Public  Library 

located  at  2400  Gabriel 

Avenue in Zion, IL.   

Students  and  adults  can 

join  the  compe on  at 

the  library  or  online  at 

zblibrary.info/read.  

Summer  Reading  Clubs 

are  offered  for  ZB  Kids 

(infant  to  grade  4),  ZB 

teens  (grades  5th  thru 

12th) and AB adults (age 

18  and  older).    Readers 

will  choose  a  school  to 

support  at  registra on 

and  the  school with  the 

most  par cipa on  will 

win  the  grand  prize 

(provided  by  the  Coali-

on for Healthy Commu-

ni es’  Literacy  Task 

Force). 

The  library  will  post 

weekly  reports  on  its 

website  and  social  me-

dia sites, so students can 

track  their  school’s  pro-

gress.    Facebook  cover 

and  profile  banners will 

be  available  for  readers 

to  declare  the  school 

they are reading for! 

Readers will  log minutes 

read  for  print  books, 

print magazines, eBooks, 

audiobooks  (on  CD  or 

Playaway), eAudiobooks, 

or EMagazines. 

Prizes will be awarded at 

100  minutes,  500 

minutes,  1000  minutes 

and  5000 minutes.    The 

following  5000  minute 

prizes  are  available,  de-

pending  on  the  date.  

Choice of a $25 Fandan-

go Gi  Card; two  ckets 

and  transporta on  to 

see  the  musical  “Fancy 

Nancy”  in Chicago;    two 

ckets  and  transporta-

on  to  the  “Milwaukee 

Zoo”;  two passes  to  the 

“Bristol  Renaissance 

Faire”;  two  ckets  and 

Metra  passes  to  a 

“Chicago Cubs game”; or 

two  ckets  and  Metra 

passes to see “Blue Man 

Group” in Chicago.   

For  more  informa on, 

visit zblibrary.info or call 

847-872-4680 and dial 4 

for  Adult/Teen  Services 

and 5 for Youth Services. 

READ TO THE RHYTHM AT ZB LIBRARY! 

Beach Park Pageant is looking for young ladies between the ages of 6-23 to represent the Village of 
Beach Park. She will be crowned Little Miss, Junior Miss or Miss Beach Park and will become the official 
ambassador to the Village throughout her reign.  Contestants must live within the Village limits. The 
Beach Park Pageant promotes good morals, self esteem, poise, interview skills, modeling, public speak-
ing, volunteering, community service  and friendships. 

The 2015 pageant date is August 8th.  For more information and to get an application, contact Director, 
Socie at beachparkpageant@yahoo.com 

Beach Park Pageant is looking for you…. 
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Now Required…. Rental Dwelling Certification!   
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Last year, the Village had 

discussed  the  facts  that 

rental  proper es  are  a 

significant  component  of 

the  housing  stock  in  the 

Village.  It was also noted 

that over  the past years, 

complaints  from  tenants 

of  rental  proper es  has 

steadily  increased.  Their 

feeling  of  nowhere  to 

turn  for  help  has  turned 

to the Village. It was es -

mated  that  Beach  Park 

could have up  to 20% of 

its  current  housing  stock 

in  rental  proper es.  It  is 

understood  that  rental 

proper es provide a wide 

variety  of  residen al  liv-

ing  opportuni es  in  our 

community which makes 

the  Village  no ceable 

and  affordable  to  many 

individuals  and  families. 

To  this  end,  the  Village 

wanted  to  ensure  that 

we maintained the rental 

proper es  as  vital  com-

ponents  of  func onal 

neighborhood  life  and 

the integrity of the neigh-

borhoods  by  assuring  a 

safe  living  environment 

for all.              

These discussions on resi-

den al  rental  proper es 

resulted  in a  rental prop-

erty  registra on  ordi-

nance  adopted  by  the 

Village Board of  Trustees 

on  December  11,  2014. 

The  Village  understands 

that  by  enhancing  the 

partnership  between 

landlords  and  the  Village 

concerning  property 

standards  that  this  will 

help  in  maintaining  and 

improving  the  proper es 

which  would  result  in  a 

direct  posi ve  reflec on 

in  property  values  and 

probable rent increases.   

The  Village  did  hold  a 

public mee ng on March 

24,  2015,  to  provide  fur-

ther explana on and ben-

efit  of  the  registra on 

program  that will help  to 

maintain  the  integrity  of 

the  neighborhoods.  Cur-

rently we have  iden fied 

over 590 residen al rent-

al  proper es  in  the  Vil-

lage.  There  have  been 

rental  registra on  appli-

ca ons received from 148 

of  the 590  rental owners 

and  fire,  life  safety  and 

property  maintenance 

inspec ons  were  per-

formed. The  results have 

been mutually  beneficial 

to  the  owners,  renters, 

the  neighbors  and  the 

Village.  

The  Village  con nues  to 

ensure  a  comfortable 

standard of  living  for our 

residents;  rental  and 

owner  occupied  alike  in 

the Village of Beach Park. 

If  you  should  have  any 

ques ons  regarding  the 

rental  registra on  pro-

gram, please  feel  free  to 

contact Gerald Nellessen, 

Community Development 

Director  or  Administra-

ve  Assistant  Pa   Han-

son at 847-746-1770. 

 

 

The Village 

continues to 

ensure  a 

comfortable 

standard of 

living for our 

residents;  



Community Development Updates….. 
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I hope that everyone had a pleasant spring season and were able to enjoy this transitional period into our sum-
mer activities! 

One of those summer activities that residents may or may not enjoy is lawn work.  While we all strive to keep 
our properties looking nice and presentable, it is always just a good reminder to everyone that it is a Village 
ordinance that weeds, grass or plants, other than trees, bushes, flowers or other ornamental plants, shall not 
grow to a height exceeding 8 inches.  (except on larger undeveloped parcels where such provisions apply to a 
minimum width of 25 feet abutting a street or residence or other occupied property).  Any such plants, weed or 
grass that exceed that height are deemed to be a nuisance.  While we work with our residents to achieve this 
goal there are some properties that become challenging for our Code Enforcement Officers and require Village 
intervention. 

Please remember that the Village also continues to enforce other sections of the Municipal Code in order to 
provide the residents with safe and attractive neighborhoods.  Some of the common enforcement actions re-
volve around garbage and debris and/or exterior storage, building code violations, hazardous property condi-
tions, illegal dumping, illegal parking, inoperable and abandoned vehicles, nuisance conditions such as parking 
on an unimproved surface, condition of the premises and signage. If you would like to make a complaint you 
can do so online at www.villageofbeachpark.com or by calling the Village Hall at 847-746-1770.  Additional-
ly, all of our Village Ordinances can also be found on-line.  

The Village has been actively working on removing structures 
and cleaning properties that have been deemed unsafe and a con-
tinuing hazard in the community as well as a unattractive nui-
sance. Village staff has been identifying these structures and 
properties throughout the Village and have started actively re-
moving the conditions.  

One property that was noticed as being unsafe and hazardous / 
uninhabitable was 38921 N. Greenbay Road. This was the loca-
tion of a dilapidated residential structure and a block commercial structure that had significant code violations.  
Picture #1 is of the old residential structure and picture #2 is of 
the complete site with both buildings removed. There is still some 
debris to be removed but the property will be cleaned, filled, 
graded and seeded. 

There was another property at 10242 Ford Avenue that experi-
enced a fire last June (2014). There have been some circumstanc-
es regarding this property that have precluded restoration.  The 
Village took action on the burned out garage and had it removed  
(see  picture #3 & #4). The house has been “tagged” by the Vil-

#1 

#2 



lage as in violation of our nuisance ordinance and staff will be 
working towards a resolution on renovation or demolition on 
this structure in the very near future. 

This proactive approach to these nuisance and property 
maintenance conditions reduces the blight and unsightly con-
ditions in our community and hopefully will have a positive 
effect on our property values and pride in our properties and 
community. 

“All communities need building codes to protect their citizens 
from disasters like fires, weather-related events and structural collapse.  Model building codes are society’s 
best way of protecting homes, offices, schools, manufacturing facilities, stores and entertainment venues. 

Code officials work day in and day out to keep the public 
safe” . This quote is from the International Code Council and 
was part of the Building Safety Month campaign in May.  
While it is important to recognize this month, it is more im-
portant that “all aspects of building safety that helps families, 
employers and leaders understand and appreciate the best 
practices that keep the places where we live, work and play, 
safe”.  Our Village takes pride in being able to assist our resi-
dents and business owners alike with their building projects 
and building regulation questions.  It is our mission to contin-

ually strive to keep our structures & our community safe.  In order to better serve our community, staff is cur-
rently reviewing our local building regulations. Some of our regulations are adopted locally and some are 
mandated by the State of Illinois, such as the Energy Code, Plumbing Code and the Accessibility Standards. 
There is a balance of safety and protection that we strive to achieve for our residents and business community 
through building regulations.  That is why it is important to understand that a good rule of thumb to use when 
trying to determine if your building project needs a permit is that if the electrical, plumbing, structural, lot 
coverage will be affected in any way you will need a permit.  Some examples of common projects requiring a 
permit and inspections are: water heaters, furnaces, air conditioners, generators, sheds, chimneys, fireplaces, 
fences, decks, patios, roofs, swimming pools, driveways and flatwork.  Certainly large projects such as demo-
litions, new construction, renovations (including drywall replacement and basements), or additions, require 
permits and possibly a plan review prior to issuance.  Our Community Development Department can help 
guide you through the permitting process. 

Many of our residents do like to burn their leaves and landscape waste that is generated upon their property.  
Please keep in mind the following regulations with respect to leaf and landscape burning: 

1. You can’t burn within 25 feet of any structure within the Village; and 

2. Burning can only take place from dawn until dusk during the months of April 1 through November 30; 
and 
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Con nued from page 9…. 



3. No fire shall be left unattended, no fire shall be allowed to grow so large as to 
pose a danger to the safety of any building, structure or nearby trees; and 

4. No fire shall be set unless there is an extinguisher, garden hose or water source 
available at the burning site and of sufficient supply to extinguish it in the event 
if an emergency; and 

5. No fires shall be set when the winds are greater than 10 miles per hour; and 

6. All fires must be supervised by an individual at least 18 years of age; and  

7. No fire shall be set in any public rights of way (including ditches), public land 
or public places; and 

8. No person shall burn any materials that have been brought from any other location (offsite) to this burn 
site location. 

The Lake County Sheriff’s Department, Beach Park or any Fire Protection District serving the Village and the 
Village Building and Zoning Administrator, or his/her designee, are authorized to enforce the open burning 
provisions.  

New Business Spotlight: Cracken Cakes & More is scheduled to open its doors next month. This is a 
bakery that will be located at 38594 N. Sheridan Road Unit A. Cracken Cakes and More provides not 
only retail bakery goods but also provides bakery products commercially.  Please watch for their grand 
opening! 

There have been questions raised in the past regarding solicitors in the Village.  Be advised that it is unlawful 
for any person to solicit, peddle, or canvass, within the Village, without being registered with the Village.  
More information regarding temporary permits and the solicitors’ information can be found in the village Zon-
ing regulations at www.villageofbeachpark.com .  

In closing the Mayor and the Village Board would like to extend their gratitude to Jon K., Tracy, & the Com-
munity Development Staff for their hard work & tremendous stride they have made in spearheading the villag-
es clean-up and enhanced code enforcements efforts.  Keep up the good work! 

Again thanks for allowing me to continue to serve your needs.  
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WATERWAYS... 
Please keep objects such as branches, firewood, lawn furniture and children's toys 
away from all rivers and streams.  Often during heavy rains these objects tend to 

float away.  These objects, when floating downstream tend to damage neighboring 
properties and/or block vital drainage pipes resulting in increased flooding and 

property damage.  Please keep your property tidy and clean from debris. 

Trustee Larry Wells 

Con nued from previous page…. 



Village of Beach Park 
11270 W. Wadsworth Rd. 
Beach Park, IL  60099 
847-746-1770 Phone 
847-746-1797 Fax 
 
Milton C. Jensen  
Public Works Facility 
40185 Glendale Rd. 
Beach Park, IL   60099 
847-246-6040 Phone 
847-246-6033 Fax  

Village of Rural Spirit 

Advertise 
your 

Business 
Here! 


